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| Tat reje rt the Trish "Tithe Bit ithe large: mejgiligel€7 
against the. in the House ‘of le may of “hes 
given the all confidence in ‘that assembly, by the Com- 
mons or. by the People of England, and made a Collision between 


the two’ Houses we tek aR For some time past, it has 
been well. ki eers were only waiting a vith couabieelth 
to show Uiubrepicions eel thie Solca writ has keoemseie ; 
difficulty that they’ have restrained its exhibition so long. 

and then, symptoms of this determination escaped them—as in a 
feat of the Jewish Relief Bill, — ane = rey nen re for admitting | 
Dissenters to niversities, muti t ill for repealin g the 
punishment lian for Seder the refusal to se em 

which made Coroners’ Courts om to the public—and in the many ra 
ations made! in the Poor Law Bill, but ovouily the rejection of ‘that 
clause: which wentto allow the Dissenting Paupers toreceive spiritual con- 
solation from the hands of their own pastors in the hour of sickness and 
death. ‘We long ago predicted that it would come at length to this ; 
but we-were always met with the assurance that the Peers were’ too 
well-aware of the danger of sucha contest even to enter upon it; and 
told that they. would always yield on any great question sent up by @ 
large majorit from the Commons. Time has shown that we were right,. 
and out opponents wrong, and a very few years will be sufficient to 
confirm all our ap rehensions.., 

Let ua look al jo.into the eleinisits of our heterogeneous Constitus 
tion—if, Aiden, the the’ framework of our Government.can deserve the: 
name-—end hea! pre on it iy eae reso per the. aie the 
Hes ble. ution. : « early period of our, reco es 

n ‘el a og ‘the later periods of our By even 
feudal barons ithe throne, and held’ 
an eck monarch ‘and afrignorant people—this. mpl seat 
King, Lords, »@md Coitimons, might, have merited all the 
which Delotme’ and Canoes ve bestowed upon ~ But the 
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assing of the Reform Bill gave the deathblow to this system. _ It may 

e alonger or a shorter period in going through the convulsions 
which usually precede death, but its dissolution is as certain as any 
event in human affairs can be. The admirers of this ancient system 
were, therefore, perfectly right in declaring, as they did declare—that 

the removal of any one of the preps of the ancient fabric, would cause 
the whole edifice to fall to pieces. The Tories were clear-sighted 
enough to perceive, that if knowledge were to be given. to the people, 
reason and common sense: would direct them.in the choice of thei 
representatives—that such representatives, espousing the wishes of their 
constituents, would make reason and common sense the tests by which 
they would try every legislative measure—and that the inevitable result 
of such a process would be to destroy. one by one the fallacies by 
which the ancient delusions were maintained, and bring about a totally 
altered, as well as improved state of things. 

Since the passing the Reform Bill this has been the constant tend- 

ency of every new movement. These have not, been so freqnens. 9 
rapid as the people could wish, because the powerful influence 
the monarchy, the aristocracy, the landed funded interests, the 
court, the bench, the army, and the church, have all been arrayed 
against them; and even the Ministry, much in advance. as are: its 
members generally of theclass from which they are taken, still being‘ part 
and parcel” of the old state of things, seem disposed to move only as 
they are impelled onward by an irresistible force from without, and to 
do as little as may be consistent with what they deem publi be 
The Peers seeing this, begin to apprehend—and no doubt very justly— 
that if this movement continues, the church, the aristocracy, and the 
throne, will be in danger. They know them to be all links of the 
same chain, and they are well aware thatif one is broken, the strength of 
the other two will be destroyed. They have accordingly determined 
to make a stand; and consistently with their education and associa- 
tions, as well as with their convictions in favour of the existing state of 
things, they are right. If, according to the theory of the British Con- 
stitution, the King, Lords, and Commons, are each independent 
bodies, not to be overawed or controlled by the other—and this is the 
universally admitted theory—why should the King submit his inde- 
pendence to the control of the Peers, or the Peers yield to the wish of 
the Commons, any more than the Commons itself should submit to the 
Lords? The King has a right to resist any measure approved by the 
two Houses :—either House has an equal right to resist measure 
proposed by the Ministers, and approved by the King; so unless 
they can all be brought to concur in any measure, it ought not, by the 
theory of the Constitution, to be adopted, but the nation should stand 
still and forego all hope of improvement till the scruples of each branch 
of the Legislature were saiietly removed. An attempt on the part of 
the King to overawe the House of Lords, by making peers, would 
be quiteas much an invasion of their independence, as the Peers attempt- 
wg to corrupt the Commons by sending in theit nominees as repre- 
sentatives. Each branch has a right to thwart the other whenever it 
pleases, and thus each is omnipotent for evil by its ive force, 
though it is utterly powerless for good by its mere initiatory voice. 
- Such is the perfection of this. boasted theory of the British Con- 
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atitution, which exists only in the imagination, which is nowhere to be 
found in any written or defined. code; which from its uncertainty and. 
ambiguity is deemed by one person to be one thing, by another con 
sidered to be totally different, and by all is capable of being inter- 
preted in the way that best suits his fancy at the moment. [t was de- 
stroyed, according to Lord Eldon, when the Catholics were admitted 
into Parliament. It was annihilated, according to Lord Winchilsea,. 
when the Reform’ Bill was passed. - It was extinguished, according to 
Lord Roden, when the ten bishops were struck off from the Irish Church, 
It was crippled, according to the planters in the West Indies, when: 
Slavery was abolished. And it is about to be overturned on every ote. 
casion when any improvement is suggested of a popular kind. 

The truth is—as we have said for the hundredth time, and now again’ 
repeat—the ill-wnderstood, and therefore much lauded theory of the 
British Constitution, with its three coequal estates, is an absurdity, 
which never had and never can have\existence. In past times, the 
monarch has been absolute at one period, with a show only of deference 
to his nobles ; at another the Peers have been absolute, with a show 
only of deference to the King and the people; the Commons has 
never, even yet, been wholly free from aristocratical members, but even 
in this first state of its transition from its ancient to its reformed state— 
for it isas yet only in the passage from the one to the other—it begins 
to feel some sense of independence, and the result is, a difference of 
opinion with the House of Lords, with the breach between them widen- 


ing every day. 
_To this, then, we must.come at last, and that very shortly, We. must 
either abandon all the advantages of the Reform Bill, and submit to 
whatever measures the Peers choose to approve, or we must insist upon 
carrying forward the privileges gained by the Reform Bill, and make 
the Peers submit to such measures asthe Commons may approve. This 
may be called a revolution. Undoubtedly it is so, but it is only the 
completion of the revolution which the Reform Bill began. It will be, 
when accomplished, a far more “ glorious” revolution than that of 
1688, inasmuch as a change of principles is more important than a 
change of men. We must go forward, or backward, or stand still, 
The stationary condition we may maintain by things remaining as they 
are. The retrograde movement will be carried if the Peers prevail, 
The advancing one can only be accomplished by the popular will bes 
coming predominant, and the House of Commons being made to 
reflect truly the sentiments and feelings of the people, a 
In what particular manner this gréat question is to be decided, it 
would be premature perhaps. for us to speculate upon. We hear on: 
all sides of us, and never more frequently repeated then when, we were 
attending the debate on Monday in the House of Lords, that the Peers 
declare themselves to be perfectly prepared for the struggle, They, 
rely, it.is said, firmly om their tenantry in.all the Agneultaral distictte 
whom, from their general ignotance and present depressed condition, 
they might find i seer, enone to delude. . They rely also, it is adde 
upon the army, the offi: ers of which are undoubtedly strongly, disposed 
to their side, There is also, it cannot be denied, a sufficient portion 
of the Publie Press open to the influence of wealth to secure them 
déspe:ate allies in that quarter. Meanwhile, should ~ come to 
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this, which the self-interests, the passions, and the blindness, of 
the Aristocracy, may drive the nation to at last, we conjure the 
friends of ren to do nothing that shall bring discredit on their 
cause, by the violation of order and of peace. Justice is a holy, and 
should, be an ,unblemished name.-, We trust: it will mot: bey tarnish 
by asingle blot. If the people do their duty by preserving the rights 
of persons and property free from violation, and ‘using none but legal 
and constitutional measures to attain their object, their representatives 
will be the better able to do theirs. Any attempt to break the laws, or 
disregard the regular tribunals of the country—any effort to overthrow 
violence even that which deserves to be overthrown, will retard their’ 
victory rather than advance it. Their weapons should be the pen i 
the tongue, the Press, Public Meetings, Petitions, ‘Depiitations;” n- 
structions to representatives, and ‘all that ‘is calm, sober, orderly, ‘and: 
dignified. Let their opponents resort to intimidation, to force, and ‘tu 
shedding of blood; if they dare, They will not, and they eannotsuc- 
ceed. ‘The Reform Bill commenced the Revolution—reason and justice 
will complete it; and we hope the dawn of deliverance now’ rising on 
our too long oppressed countrymen, will beam forth ere long in the full 
meridian of the perfect day. a att Vo Sasi 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. an 
(From a pamphlet entitled Remarks on the Second Session of the Reformed , 


Parliament.) hoy 
Places* in which Vacancies have bow occasioned by Whigs and supplied. by 
fories, Singiciclg Sri 
Members Returned. Place. By whom Vacated. _ 
Barnes, Sir E, Sudbury M. A ' bi issqont 
Campbell, Sir H. P. Berwickshire C.-Marjoribanks5 ss) o19” 
Crompton, S. Thirsk _ Sir B. rentlands fT 
Durham, Admiral Devizes  Moptagu Gore 
Halcomb, J. Dover." Rt. Hon. C. Thomsoa “* 
Hawkes, T. Dudley i ‘Attorney-General °° 
Hope, HiT... . ‘Gloucester, » Hon. Ce Berkeley! 9: 
Irton, S. W. Cumberland .,» Double return... 40” 
Lyall, G. London _., », Alderman Waithman _, 
ilesWeo Fast'Somerset ~ «© 'W. P.-Brigstock * es 
Murray, Sir G. Perthshire °° ) Earl of Ormétie © 77°." "* 
Sandford, Sir D. Paisley Sir SoMaxwelf 0) 98! 
Seymour, Lord Totness.. say padsxd 4c Combtgongd? off 
Thompson, Alderman = Sunderland Captain Barrington: {0.0 
Places in which Vacancies have heen. ocean, by, Whigs, and. suppliedyby 
wh ROR ee ae 
Baities, Leds 889 80. Sipaciitag 228 
Dancombe, 'T. ‘“Pinsbury? 00 OO ORight Hon: REGrant’ |” 
Evans, Colonel Westminster’ ‘Sir J.C: Hobhouse) °° 
Hughes, H. Oxford: dug od! 12 Sepnmt bing nsod bed 
Jacob, E. Dungarvan Hon. G. Lamb * »iguli’ 
Whalley, Sir 5, Marylebone... .....;, (,FsB,Porumamy | sy 


* Besides the above-mentioned places, vacancies have ,occucred. in; Inverness, 
Dundee, Kendal, Morpeth, Malton, Cambridge, Huddersfield, &e.. But in nous 
of these has any change taken place as far as the politics of anc 
cerned: In Inverness, Cuming Broce, a Tory, succeeded Colonel : a Poy 
In Dundee, Sir Henry Parnell, a Radical, eucceeded Mr, Kinloch, a ' H 
and so on in all the other places, 
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MISCELLANEOUS PROCEEDINGS IN’ BOTH. HOUSES, 


i DTRING, THE WEEK... 





On “Weiledday, r st 6, in. the House of Lords, petitions, were; 
presented for theo 2 ai Sy Ps Established Church, ‘and one against, 
the i Weg apy) i Auiy pai se 

this ‘ord, having presented a, petition from, the. Chamber 
of ae in ioe com a af certain ; serie of Wie 

Postoff CEs, ti cry of OF £1 
ae Duke of Richmond took eectsion to ‘dalenil that icuubiphitelends 
and the conduct. of Sir/Franeis reeling, .as a. public senvaiit,: hg yf 
attacks made against him by.an:hon. member in: another: Houses») {! 

'The:Marquis of Conynghani éxpressed ‘his concurrence in the ais 
ment of the noble Duke, and insisted that more! anjast 6? whfoutded 
charges had never been made against any establishment than those to 
which he had referred 

The Tithe pre (ireland), Bill ;was brought up from the 
Commons and read a first time, as were also, the.C 1M. POKA~ 
lities (Ireland) Bill, the Foreign Enlistment Repeal Bila i ‘several 
others. <1 

The Insolvent Debtors (India) Bill gassed through a Committee. 

The, Assessed Taxes Composition Bill, the Almanac:.Stamp' Daties 
Repeal Bill, the Insolvent Debtors’ (Ireland) Bill, and several others 
were read'a second time. 

The Marquis of Westminster stated to their Lordships that he ns 
postponed his intended motion respecting proxies in consequence 
the change in the Administration. 9 

The Morning Sitting’ of the Commons was of very short Aeration, 
Some petitions were presented. 

At the Evening Sitting Mr. Wallace presented a petition on. the 
subject of the Post-office regulations, sein complained of partiality in 
the delivery of Jetters.:: ba 

The Chancellor ‘of the Exchequer pisces that inguiry should’ be 
made into the subject. 

Mi. ‘Hume ‘presented’ petitions ‘from the proprietors ofthe Mult 
Advertiser on the Brighton Guardian. With reference to the latter 
of which; he wished to know whether there. would be ce objection. on 
the part.of, oe a to show.the:cases in whic aaa 
had been ym bag age - the public pete aeghs conducted! iss 
viduals ? 


Mr. J. men sha there would be no obj jection. © a 7 

cle. Wilks gave notic’ that) next ‘dessin, te would M 
omg Eo ret wie igvg. aah 
r. Hume presented. @ petition from. te hams neni gee it reliefs» 


Me, Buckingham sapported its prayer: 
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Mr, P; Thomson moved the third reading of the Customs’ Duties 
Bill 

Mr. Crawford moved a new clause, with the view of lowering the 
price of tea to the humbler classes. - 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied'that the prices of all teas 
had fallen, and that he must resist this proposition. ie 

Colonel Torrens contended that the clause was founded in a fallaey. 

Mr. Hawes said that the first step into which they ought. to inquire, 
was whether the present graduated scale of duties could be carried 
into effect? He contended that it could not. ne 

The clause was negatived. 

_ Mr. P. Thomson proposed a new clause, to remove doubts as to 
the right of the East India Company to receive into their warehouses 
goods belonging to other persons, and to manage the same. 

Mr. Crawford objected to that part of the clause which authorized 
the Company to “manage” the said goods. He had the opportunity 
of knowing that the Company disapproved of this clause ; its object 
was to make the Company warehousemen for the Government: to 
receive the duties; and the Company were not sunk so low as to 
become warehousemen, The clause was obnoxious to the trade of 
London. 

Mr. P. Thomson said he was astonished to hear that the clause was 
obnoxious to the trade of London. It might be obnoxious to certain 
Dock Companies; but a memorial, signed by 70 houses, had sanc- 
tioned some such change as that now proposed, to secure them against 
water-side watehouses. It was only of a temporary character, to meet 
the wants of a trade about to be engaged in a new commercial : 
lation. He hoped the house would sanction the clause, and with the 
word “ manage” in it, as without it the Company could not act. =~ 

Sir J. Reid supported the clause. The trade would be much in- 
debted for it, though he doubted not that it might affect the ware- 
housing interests of certain docks. 

After some remarks from Alderman Thompson, and others, the clatse 
was agreed to, and the bill passed. 

The Assessed Taxes Bill, and the Saleof Beer Bill, were read a 
third time and passed, after discussions and amendments. The most 
important in the latter bill was that no licences to sell beer in cities 
and towns should be granted after April, 1836, except to houses of the 
value of 102. a year. wi 
Fg ‘* Appropriation” clause was added to the Consolidation Fund 

On Thursday, August 7, in the House of Lords, the seyeral public 
and private Bills before the House were forwarded. in their stages, 
among them the Assessed Taxes Composition Bill, the Stamp Duties 
Relief Bill, and the Militia Ballot Suspension Bill. 

Petitions were presented from Barbadoes, complaining of the amount 
of compensation granted to the West India proprietors; from Norfolk 
against the Poor Laws’ Amendment Bill; from Farnham against the 


8 claims; and from various places in fayour of the Established 
urch, 
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MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS, Gt. 1235 
.. The Beer Bill, with other Bills, was brought up froni the Commons. 
Lord Melbourne stated that the Poor Law Commissioners (Ireland) 
were occupied in their inquiries, and might soon be expected to make 
their report. ‘. 
In answer to the Duke of Wellington, who asked whether it was 
essential that the Church Temporalities (Ireland) Bill should pass this 
Session? Lord Melbourne said it was, as the Bill contained provision 
for the payment of the vestry cess. ' 
The Trading Campanies Bill passed through a Committee. hes 
The Bishop of Exeter postponed his motion for the omission of the 
bastardy clauses to Friday. . 

A conversation of some length took place on the bringing up of the 
report on the Poor Laws’ Amendment Bill, but all propositions were 
postponed till next day. The different clauses were then agreed to’ by 
the house. : 

- The Morning Sitting of the Commons was short; it was wholly:oc- 
cupied with receiving petitions. : 

At the Evening Sitting, Captain Gordon presented a petition from 
Warwick, praying that a writ might issue for that city. 

Mr. G. Wood presented the report of the Committee on the Metro- 
polis Supply of Water. 

Lord J. Russell presented the report of the Committee on Educa- 
tion. é ; 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer presented a Message from the 
King relative to forfeited estates in Ireland, and stating that he had 
given directions to bar the reversions, and to remove obstacles to the 
transmission of property in consequence of attainders. The Noble 
Lord said he considered that this measure would be of the greatest use 
to the landlords of Ireland; a sentiment in which Mr. O' » Mr. 
Lynch, &c., concurred. An address upon the message was ordered. - 

Mr, Warre presented the report of the Committee on Land Revenue. 

On the motion that the amendments of the Lords to the Bribery at 
Elections Bill be read, Lord John Russell said that these amendments 
constituted nearly a new bill. The Lords had introduced an amend- 
ment providing that bribery cases should be tried by a Jury, consistin 
of five peers and seven commoners—that a judge of the land shou 
preside, and that the said judge should admit or reject evidence. To 
this and other arrangements of their lordships he ob , but still he 
was desirous of obtaining some tribunal that should put an end to the 
unfortunate conflicts between the two houses on these matters. 

Mr. Warburton said, as the amendments so extensively altered the 
bill, he trusted that the whole proceeding would be deferred till another 
Session ; he tli€refore moved, as an amendment, that the alterations of 
the Lords be taken into further consideration this day three months. « . 

Mr. O’Connell seconded the amendment; the house ought to have 
time to consider such extensive alterations. , 

~ Lord John Russell admitted that the proposed alterations were of so 

novel a character, that, at so advanced a period of the Session, there 
would not be adequate time to consider them; and, seeing what was 
the feeling of the house, he should not press his motion, 6, 














1236 MISCELLANHOUS BUBINOSs, er 
The motion for taking the Lords’ aindzidtients into 

then’ ‘withdrewh.)" si od is Jed). bovom bas sr fy Se0 GO inedage 9T bal 
The Fines, and Recoveries (ireland) Bats wes + read ® third tine Areal 


fic eimoe ts 


passed. 
On the’ thifd tbidini of the’ Ko Ott Martiagés: Bil ng 
moved, the Chancellor of thé’ EXth sear tit ‘the’ 


had a general measure under con Set hine subject;: *s afford 
relief to all classes of Dissenters. He theféfore:trusted°that this bile 
would be withdrawn.» The billowas« withdrawn aceordingly. pads oO 
The Cinque Ports Pilots Bill was rend a third time and passed: fs 
The Chancellor of the “Excheqtier’ afterwatdé: moved ® st 
“Sessional Addresses” ‘for the Salariés: of the’ ‘Cominons" cers 
concluding labour of the Session, Pissed tart 
On Friday, August’8, in’ the House ét Lords, ie air m A 
before the house were forwarded in their respective staves. °°" 


A petition was ‘presented in favour of the’ South hii cel te 





which the Marquis of Lansdowne described as haying bw 
the objections originally made to it by the Colonial 
second reading ft he bill was fixed for Monday, 

The Lord Chancellor vindicated the course pursued b Wey re 
ships in omitting that clause of the Coroners” Bill, ‘which \ was _in- 
tended to throw open’ such Courts to the public, and su od 
appointment of a Committee to draw up the reasons of their’ dee 
preparatory to requesting a ‘conférence onthe subjects 

Lord Wynford concurred in opinion with the noble’ and leersed lord: 

The Marquis of Westminster insisted strongly on ‘the impor 
publicity as a check upon the misconduct of” Coroners,’ and’ 
his: regret: that their Jordships should, ‘by rejecting three of the bills 
sent up ‘fromthe other house, have piven ‘that! house: asa poe gegen 
reason for feeling a littlersore.»:'' 

~The: Duke of Wellingtow protested warnily’ guint’ the eonading 
remarks of the noble marquis as extraordinary and uncalled fors |The 
House of Lords ‘had only exercised’ :an undoubted ae a as — 
pendent branch of the: Legislature. ©. 

The Earl of Falmouth spoke to the-same effect: id boniaido a am 

"The Lord’ Chancelldt justified’ hitiself ‘in’ the course’ sit he 
tiken respecting one of the bills (the Warwick ‘Botougti ‘Bill);’4 
observed that he had acted with all’ possible’ respect tothe “House of 
Commins. : ee 

After a few words from tlie Duke of Cumberland and. the mea 
of Westminster, the conversation dropped. 

In ahswer toa. question from the, Marquis of Tovitor he 
Chancellor declared his intention of proceeding with the bills, for done 
away with pluralities and ‘enforcing residence early i in hext Session... , 

A conversation of some length ensued,, in the course of which J ord, 
Melbourne declared his readiness, in compliance with public opinion, 
to inquire into the’state of the Church, with a, view to. increase its 
strength and usefulness. 

On the question for the third reading of the Poor Laws’ Amendment 
Bill being put, Lord Kenyon repeated his objections to the measure. 
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‘The Bishop of London defended jt, :..0 5 . sd? gaids} 102 oom adT 
Lord Teynham opposed it, and moved that it be read. that day. three: 
weonthse:s fridt o bes: 2ew Hil (hnalel) esisgvonel basizouit adit 
After some secre remarks from Lord Stafford, dyeecher fe 
mouth, &e¢., .t fmt aneger siaclip ir a sion, the, nuy- 
bers beings: for, A5;. i2Se rollsrned? ods .bavors 
» The Socabonaee of; Death, resem by.the Cameuone, nh 
cher bills, wets brnegbhinpeds He atainaseitl Yo aseasle He of teties 
On the af xe for: tha push of es Poor‘ Laws! sAntendmentt: Billy 
test st, A his prom caeehedaamened ae 
y. ™ ,&, most able s in, course, ol W 
teapot ab ustiee, .impolicy, and cruelty-of. throwing. the si 
rt of the c te ie upon the mother, bis lordship concls 
ymoving that the 55th clause of t bill be struck, out. a 
The ‘Bishop. of .London..o the amendment ;, which wat, Yost, 
after much discussion, bya 5 Wigs of 11;, the gross aaa we 
contents, 82 ;. non-contents,,7 
‘The Duke. of Wellington then, moved, the clauses. of 2 tr 
Wharncliffe had given notice., Their,ob object was. appa 
tive father. to SUPE his illegitimate child. in the, ever I’ the child chy 
becoming chargea bl on the parish... a TERE PF ep eater 
‘The Marquis of eatminster seconded the amendaent, Saas was 
carried, after some. discussion... ....., . 2: 
The amendments were then agreed may and the: ‘bill, pomed,.. 
The Church, Temporalities:(veland), Bill was,,read a. secon tie ; 
the discussion postponed till Monday. oon) .yo5 °F 45 oinoant 
The Cinque Ports, Bill, was read. a firat time,,, qu vhs 
“At the Morning Sitting of the (Commons: ao enc ae 
atose on the presentation of petitions by Colonel Evansiand: ates ‘Tene 
nyson, for the abolition of flogging i in the.eraayalis:i « yeilest xt sosss 


Mr. Buckiigham said, ‘that .inall the discussion’ athena ol 
naval and military: flogging; the: House: were playing: on the surface, 
without going to.the‘rout of the evil.» The ca case f the singubordina4 
tion which led to these punishments was, the réckless: character of the 
men obtained by impeanemens and, nome that until ‘a better 
glass of men: were procured. b hie ‘appropriate. training and free, entry for 
lnnited periods, .with the, higher ranks: of 1 [to th 
54 ition:so as to furnish, pow fal motives to gop t, the hop 

high reward ; till the on on one, and pains taken to preventt 


drunkenness whic a Leg: fag the date tages cause of, fh 

















web a] veg feat h phat tf fae Spe’ : 
With a better = a ° men—highet ves © —ho ‘om0- 
Nathan. bab eed ‘most’ oon ght ‘be 
setutéd, af ori pastas be ‘no’ eons 

Mr. Ellice repeat ted that a Commission would’ 'be” ‘isstied ‘to’ prornote 
tHe fullest rnveatigitiod’ on the sibject, anid thatthe ‘Governiure fe 
exert’ its’ utthost to amend a practice that’ ditedted’ ‘public syspatiy 
Wiirds those punished ‘for offences. 

At the Eyening Sitting the bills remained for’ ‘hie le eres 
proceeded with.” ibs ite ong wp saF iO 


{rice ‘Stil i 
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The Attorney-General gave notice that next Session he should renéw 
his bills for the abolition of imprisonment for debt, regarding wills, 4c. 

Mr. Wilks inquired whether any result had been come to respecting 
the case of Major Pitman, who had been fined for an ‘assault on his 
servant? Was he still in the Commission of the Peace for Devonshire? 

Lord Ebrington replied that the circumstances of the case had been 
gubmitted to, and investigated by, the Lord Chancellor, and that his 
lordship had found it to be his painful duty to remove Major Pitman 
from the Commission of the Peace. oak 
On the third reading of the Consolidation Fund (‘‘ Appropriation”) 
Bill, 

Mr. Hume took the opportunity to ask whether the money to be 
advanced on account of the Church of Ireland was to be charged upen 
the Consolidated Fund ? €-% 

Mr. Littleton replied in the affirmative, but that it was eventually to 
be repaid out of the Perpetuity Fund. 

Mr. Shaw said it never would be, never could be repaid. 


Mr. Secretary Rice defended the measure, and said he was quite 
sure that the proceedings were best calculated to secure tranquillity in 
Ireland. He said, if Mr. Shaw were a true prophet, he would dec 
in reply that there would be an end of the Church in Ireland; and tie 
made this declaration with as anxious a desire for the welfare of the 
Established Church in Ireland, as the honourable member for the Uni- 
versity of Dublin possibly could have. 

Mr. Hume afterwards complained that the Government had done so 
little during the Session, and said that the public would expect many 
and decided measures from them. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed that the Estimates, the 
Poor Laws Bill, and the bills regarding Ireland, had so. occupied the 
Session as to preclude other measures. Next Session the Government 
would be prepared with other measures to carry forward those reforms 
which they deemed requisite, first proposing those measures which they 
considered most pressing. What would be the first measures he was 
not now enabled to state. 

The bill was eventually read a third time and passed. 

- The Bank Debt Bill was read a third time and passed, after the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had justified it, and entered into expla- 
nations respecting his present plans of granting annuities. 

The house then adjourned till Saturday. 

On Saturday, August 9, the House of Lords met at 1 o’clock. 

Mr. Bernal and others from the Commons brought up the Conso- 
Tidated Fund Appropriation Bill, the Exchequer-bills (Public Works) 
Bill, the Bank of England Debt Bill, the Spirits’ Duty Bill, and. the 
Starch, &c., Duties’ Repeal Bill, which were severally read a first time. 

The Norfolk Island Bill, the House of Commons’ Offices Bill, the 
Exchequer-bills Bill, the County Bridges (Ireland) Bill, and the Pen- 


— ivil Offices’ Act Amendment Bill, were read a third time and 
Sse * ; 


The House of Commons, assembled on Saturday at a quar t 
12 o'clock. - Me padlsiveonr 








eh i oe es ee 


£o o @ — © 


—_—_ 


> i ee 2 i 





MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS, &c. 1299 


: On the motion of Lord Althorp, the Exchequer-bills (Public Works) 
Bill was read a third time and . me 

Mr. Sinclair moved for several returns, of which he had given notice, 
respecting the number of Committees of that House that had sat duriag 
ee irene Session, together with the number of Members who had at- 

ed such committees, the amount paid to the clerks, short-hand. 
Writers, &c. The hon. member said that his object in moving for the 
return was to show that the number of committees had greatly in- 
ereased, and was continuing to increase, and that they could: be di- 
minished without any detriment to the despatch of public business. 

Mr. Hume seconded the motion, but expressed his apprehension 
whether the returns moved for by the hon. member for Caithness could 
be correctly and satisfactorily made out. (30 
« Mr. Aglionby was of opinion many committees had been appointed 
during the present Session that were quite unnecessary, we might 
have been dispensed with, as they had been productive of no public 
good whatever. (Hear.) 

: Mr. Ward thought some regulation should be adopted to secure the 
punctual attendance of members on committees. He complained of 
the practice of hon. members going down to committees and giving a 
vote upon a question without having heard one word of the evidence, 
or even having once attended the sittings of the committee. The fact 
was, members were completely besieged by the parties interested, and 
frequently scrambled in at the division to vote about what they knew 
nothing, merely to oblige their friends. (Hear, hear.) 

Lord G. Somerset said the subject was environed with difficulties, 
and so long as the sittings from 12 to 3-were continued, the absence of 
hon. members who had most important functions to discharge else- 
where, both from the house and the public committees, must necessa- 
rily take place. 

Mr. Pryme admitted the existence of the evil complained of by the 
hon. member for St. Alban’s, but thought the objections to making 
any severe regulation on the ee of the attendance of members on 
committees so great, that it would be much better to leave the matter 
to the honour and sense of public duty which must actuate every mem- 
ber of that house. _ (Hear.) 

_ Lord John Russell said he saw no objection to the return moved for 
by the hon. member; he was, however, of opinion there would be 
some practical difficulty in furnishing one or two of the items specified 
in the motion. 

Mr. Littleton considered the pore a most appropriate period to 
move for returns of this description, as the information would be in the 
hands of hon. members, so that they might be able to judge of the 
come of any improvement that might be suggested in the next 

ion. 


‘ Mr. Bernal. expressed his surprise that the opinion should so 
generally prevail with the public that hon. members of that house were 
paid for their attendance on committees. He had been asked by a 
gentleman well acquainted with the laws and constitution of the 
eountry, and also by a most intelligent and mercantile man, 
whether members did not receive 10 guineas a day for every committee 
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they attended. (A laugh.) He was glad 'to have that® Opportunity to! 
disabuse the public mind of such a false impression. ‘It was “uittieces? 
sary for him to observe, that no money whatever was paid’ to! them. 

(Hear.) He must confess that he was not 80 much surprised "atthe: 
error into-which the public had fallen, when he saw the anxiety of some 

hon. members to rush into the committee-roomn; ‘and ‘vote on ‘a:question)) 
of the merits of which. they:had: not heard :a single words: fled.) 
This practice could not be too'strongly reprobated. reat tt ho 

Mr. Hawes and Mr; Potter were very glad ‘the: ipablit had been told: 
they did not receive ten guineas a day for their attendance on com»: 
mittées, such an opinion being very — out. valonnapee sored dT 

The motion ‘was then agreed to.) ' Himo ot H 

A message from the Lords soothed thieit Lordship? volte to’ 
the Poor Laws’ Amendment Bill, the Justice: of the Peace’ (Helahd) 
Bill; the Roads’ Act'(freland) Amendment “Bill, with several amends) 
ments; to which they requiréd the’ concurterice: of the houses 19! yoove 

Mr. Langdale gave notice of his iritéetition to move @ Clausen Mote? 
day which had beet strack out of the Poor Laws’ Amendment! Bill by 
their lordships, relative * _ res of ne — of Dissenthewts 
workhousesy § 010 tavW hol 

Mr. Finch opussaledl two petitions fron stale in the diocese of 
Lincoln, in support of the Established' Church. iT 

Mr. Dennison presented’ a ‘petition to the same effect tion the vate 
habitants of Godalming, Surrey. 

Mr. S. ‘Mackenzie presented 4 petition’ from inhabitants of Ale alty 
of Calcutta, praying ian extension of 'the'trial by jury to’ that edlonyy 
also a petition from the same plaée, ‘praying’that the right of ‘holding’ 
real estates in India might 'beextended ‘to aliens; and-also a ‘petition 
from the British merchants at Canton, against the present rate oe —— 

upon teas. = 

Lord G. Sonterset yessuitea @ petition from’ Market Raism, Lincoln 
shire, in support of the church; atid a petition from Doncaster, against’ 
the admission of Disseritérs to the Universities. 

Mr, Shaw presented several petitions from different parishes in Ire- 
land, in support of the Established Church. 

“The house adjourned at a quarter-past 1 till Monday. se 

On Monda: » August.11, in the House of Loney several petitions. 
were presented in favour of the Established Church... 

Lord Rolle called the attention of Ministers $6, the. state of, he, 
Bahama Islands, where the slaves had refused. to work. .. 

Lord, Melbourne observed, that the accounts received -by Government 
differed very widely from that of the noblelord.... . dowd 

The’ Earl of Mulgrave: bore ‘testimony to the. industry of : the: slaves! 
while he was in Jamaica, and particularly during the latter partoofi 
that —_ when the er ses se thes a by Sgerusisn ream: 
<= ches ttih 

° The’Duke of Cunsberland; on i pretiuling @ petition: from the’ Ma 
aria Corporation of Dablin; in favour of ting a ption Church in yer 
lanid; commented on ‘the inconsistency of the’ proceedin ngs’ tee 
wraids that country. The mieasure then’ before their 'lordships’ hows’ 
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ihe Harte tee aes sean: #4. intended e paring the, Sere ow 
large portion of their property: 

‘The; Lord, pone defended himself and the Government in the 
course which.they had pursued.’ yo to) c2stnos tens 

» Lord: Duncannon: denied the' asserting of thé dlustrton duke as to 
the design against the property ofitheclergys 23: 621: 

(The Barl of Carbery; on iting’ a on from’ the county oP 
Cork, in favour of the’ a) ere se ome BBL to' the Commission’ 
of; Inquiry, which’ he quent squers fail to sant ond - new infosiite. 
tiene oo on 

The Bishop of: Rochester wished ean: dod wtitinel learned: bord 
if the Commission was legal, and then proceeded: to add:that: herwetiid 
tell the people of Ireland that they need not/obey.it, 

(Lhe-Lord Chancellor ridiculed the idea of a question: ate 
following it- up witha positive opiniow. His lordship commented | in? 
strong terms-on, the advice to, disobey the eog(ed — an 
coming from the Right Rev. Bench.. , 

Fs Earl: of. Wicklow concurred: | in opinion with hie ‘ight Rev. 
weet? 

Lord Wynford denied that the Crown had a Prerogative to grant 
such a Commission. 

The Lord Chancellor declared’ hinielf eel to ‘Biatreas: that queda 
with the noble lord whenever he atv — mation the that 
purpose. 

y Lord: Melbourne then rose ta move dauennl reidiegebithn lth 
Tithe Bill, His lordship entered into a descriptian.of the; state. A = 
Protestant. Church’ in. Ireland,:and, the resistance oop 

poaple to.the collection of tithes: On adverting to the:plan mivtien 
inthe’ bill, :he observed, 6 The: ‘deseetich ineell really tobe madeiwas 22}' 
per cent, ‘being i in consideration of the security given by the Governs: 
ment, and to, cover, the expenses, of, pplcetints &c, , By, the arrange- 
ment, proposed, every, incumbent, would, receive ek AbD uth 
of 771. 10s., without being. iaettid ba she sestios iota 
risky—without the odium which at pe Cry 
this, he would say, was not fs 
did not know how all their Pondehige 44 
verily believed that” if, ‘these terms were’ o ted : Be 
amongst their lordships whio would re te uwilliag 
bargain.” After ea ar; w the’ mpo 
niéastire to’ the peace anid ha baleo of Ivelaidy: hidtesaeldpical 
by moving that the bilPberead’a second times! 9198" 20! 28 ceded 

/ ord’ Eten borough opposed” the ‘mheasute as'a tobbery: of the ‘Trish 
Church, and —— Fespect to the Yaddiérds, 'a measure: of great’ 
injustice--4as the Arg errs “a betoe a ebiixe left butito 
rejeetsit altoge $4/Phe: before ti ‘was one: 

piecemeal, -by different.’ indivehdale with idee views; par 
different objects, and substituted for one originally brought forward by: 

Government, as;the, result, of, their own three, yeara’, del atom. pated ‘He 

wasjaware, how veapsinererenett it cout, be. to be 

sesond goasing ofa. measure of this kind ;, ale iat 

venience. waa'of, but se Bim Si a ng = 
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chance of hazarding the: tranquillity of Ireland, ey uy passing of ¢ 
bill which could not effect even temporary. peace.” “His lordship cons. 
cluded’ by moving that it be read a second time that day six months, 

A long and interesting discussion followed, which occupied their: 
lordships until a late hour. 

The Marquis of Lansdowne ibe grr to the speech of the noble barou: 
(Ellenborough), and maintained that. the proposed exchange was the 
very best security that the clergy could obtain for the poywent of. a 
tithes. 

The Earl of Winchilsea reminded the Government of their ‘See 
bill, and characterized the present oné as a most daring: ep 
right and. property. . . 

Lord Duncannon maintained that the of the two ‘bills ann 
one and the same, and entered into an examination of the details:to. 
show the benefit that would result to.all: ec anne a 
the bill. os 

The Bishop of Derry supported the motion. ae 

The Duke of Wellington ‘bore testimony to the extreme i ce 
of the measure, but required from the Government the preeraon 
the peace. “If they had met thé disturbances with ‘e wy aren 8 
had carried into effect the Proclamation Act—if they had reriewed 
when they ought—if they had not ‘given ‘patents of precedence toa 
gentleman who had been convicted of a misdemeanor—if they had, 
cae to reward that gentleman, who had flown in the face of his. 

Majesty, they would have put an end to these tithe disturbances; and 

they had done that, we should not have been in the state in which. 
a5 found ourselves at the present moment.” 

The Earl of Mansfield supported the amendment. 

The Lord Chancellor took a comprehensive view of the question, in 
the course of which he replied to the different arguments sani 
motion, 

The debate ended, at length, in the rejection of the bill by a majom 
rity of 67—the numbers, including proxies, being 122 to 139. i dry weit 

The House of Lords was fully attended during all the evening; and: 
below the bar and behind the throne the members of the Commons were 
more numerous than they were in their own house, . The speculations 
were various throughout the evening as to the exact numbers by which 
the bill would be thrown out; but it was matter of certainty from the 
commencement of the debate, that the majority against the bill would 
be very considerable. 

On the same day, Monday, the I1th, at the Morning Sitting of the 
House of Commons, there were only 17 members present, though the 
Speaker waited till a quarter past twelve, and counted the members 
over three distinct times to admit of others arriving; but the requisite 
number of 20 not being made up, the house was necessarily adjou 
till five o'clock; and the 17 persons who came down to present peti- 
titions were accordingly deprived of the opportunity of so doing. é 

At the Evening Sitting, Mr. J. Duncombe presented a petition from 


William Spicer, a licensed victualler, in Tower Street, against the f =: 
creased charge on spirit licences. 


Mr. Buckingham said he had to present a@ petition, signed by the 
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Minister, Churchwardens, Overseers, and other inhabitants of that part 
of St. Margeret’s, called the Broadway and Tothill Street, Westminster, 
the facts stated on which were so remarkable, that he hoped the house 
would allow him to mention them in detail. The petitioners com- 
plained of the continual annoyance which they experienced at wit~ 
nessing the number of persons who issued from the gin-palaces, and 
infested the streets in a y state of intoxication, even on the Sab- 
bath, and at the early hour of eleven in the morning.” By the law, ag 
it at present stood, those gin-palaces as they are termed were ordered 
to be elosed during the hours of Divine Service ; and when this period 
arrived, their inmates were turned into the streets, by which, from their 
numbers and violence, the way to the regular place of worship was abs 
solutely obstructed ; and women in a state of almost nudity, and chil» 
dren, with scarcely a garment on their backs, were seen in such a state 
as to render it impossible for decent families to pass from their houses 
tothe church, from the crowds of intoxicated persons that filled the 
streets. By these persons the — when they interfered, were; 
while taking them to the station-house, assailed with the most blas- 
phemous oaths and expressions, so. dreadfully obscene that it was im- 
possible. to repeat them. The evil arose, in a great measure, front 
allowing those houses to be open to a late hour at night (after twelve), 
and then again. by four in the morning. The house might, perhaps, 
think this an isolated case, and imagine it was confined to this neigh- 
bourhood only; but the petitions sent from various parts of the 
country showed that the evil was extensively spread. It was an argu- 
ment constantly made use of in that house, that whenever a large num- 
ber of petitions were presented on any particular subject, the prayers 
of the petitioners ought to be att to. Now he made some 
investigation into the number of petitions presented on various sub- 
jects, as stated in the Appendix to the Report of the Committee om 
Public Petitions delivered this morning; and he had selected three 
topics, on which the a had deeply interested themselves, namely, 
the Corn Laws, the Beer Bill, and Agricultural Distress, in order to 
contrast them with the subject of Drunkenness. He held in his hand 
a list of the number of petitions which had been presented to that house 
within a given period,-on these three subjects, in which the feelings of 
the country were thought to be most interested, and from these the 
house might'see how niuch the crime of intoxication affeeted the public 
mind. There had been presented petitions on the following sabjects: - 


Against the Corn Laws ........0000- 146 eeeesee 32,352 
Against the Beer Bill eeeseeesee eeeee 62 eeeasee 72,099 © 


ing of Agricultural Distress 1° 44 ....+6. 46,790 

- Complaining of the evil of Intoxication, 

-». and praying some legislativeremedy » 220 ....... 57,541 

So that the House would see that the number of petitions against 
thisdestructive evil was nearly double the largest number of those upon 
eithetof the other subjects ; and when it was considered that the peti- 
tioners in'this Case were peisons governed by moral habits, and pro- 
ae ecadwaat whic anemioash Wane and sree preg , 
found in a t of that morning that ts caceteo tact then 
place—one for murder, ope for burning, and one for rape; and that 
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the whole of the culprits had confessed that er crimes 
from habits of intoxication, It behoved to’ 
whether some remedy could not he devised to pea rev 
and destructive vice—a vice so mainly inthe” 
crime. Somé person, he knew not woe, Sy rwarde 
Clonmel Herald of the 2d cf August, 1 0 ining 1 
Mr. Baton Smith to the Grand Jury of pater an 
permission of the House to read only two short para 
charge, which he was an could not be heard without 
deepest sorrow. The learned judge ‘said, * Whatever 
shall make upon the calendar, cannot (lant sorry te’ 
congratulatory kind. For the extent of your county 
of its population, allowance ought unquestionably tobe: mcr on 
such is the worse than infirmity of our nature, that the more‘populogs 
is any district the greater quantity of crime: will it be li 
But after every allowance ‘to La tiecedacsenhadied mete 
pounce that calendar to afford: no ground: for congratulati 
contains above 200 s charged with violations of the : Senos 
of these accused of crime of murder; 42 of its perpetration, aud 
of giving that assistance which in the e eof, the tam, nay. be 
tially the same thing.” ; The Jeamed Sagke 
length on the sanguinary nature of the offences nit 
emphatic sentence: “ the irrita 1.0! 
(would that it could be put down !) is the Senndeente 
use of ardent, spirits. What. is. ofan, he. 2 a 
patron or fair day? It opens:in.i advances to qi 
tention, its hot meridian is INTOXICATION } thus excite it ade, to 
riot ; and sets, I had almost said invariably, in blood, diamissi 1 80 
unhappy victims to their graves and others toa jail; which ‘they wi 
quit but for the scaffold.” Now he (Mr. Buckingarn) coed a ask | 
House, whether it would not be more humane to remove from out 
the reach of these unhappy Vietinis, that‘ thaddening” drink by whiich 
their passions were inflamed to the commission’ of these dreadful ‘raur+ 
ders; rather than 'to encoutage, by fiseal-regulations, its manufactzre 
and sale, and then punish with death the thoughtless. beings who could 
not resist the temptation which the Legislature wend had placid in their 
way. wel +h 
Mr. Littleton rose'to order. | He hoped’ the hon. gentlechap would 
not take his interruption as meant to be personally offensive to himself; 
but as it was an understood rule that no observations or discussions 
should accompany the presentation of petitions at the evening sitting, 
he hoped the hon. gentleman would not’ depart: from-that rule now. 
He felt quite sure, that if hon. members, in preseiiting petitions in the 
evenings, were to take such a course as that pursued by the hon: ment 
ber on the present occasion,“ it would: be oe to getian owith the 
business of the House. (Hear, hear.) ' lw eayelo £4 
Mr. Buckinghaim said if thé house objected tothe course he had taked) 
he must submit to their wishes: He ‘mtist; at the!same time}? 
that, in presenting petitions, he had’ weuiatly confined: himibelf tovuhe 
subject matter containéd ‘in them 3° and ha g ‘come dowit thid tora: 
ing for the ‘purpose of preseriting ‘the petition, and 'maling ‘his obserea= 
tions upon it’ at the  miorhitig’ sitting; which “he! was ted: from 
doing because there were sale 17 members present, heh iheeiivatd 
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ns of ‘the. Lords. has oe fa in 
e ford. to, postpone 4%, till, vext 
f Sir He Willoughby said age the amendment, ‘tin’ 
doing he did not altogether defeat jsp 

» Sir 3+ Whalley again expressed regret. that: the: Chancellor of thie 
Exchequer did not-even: oe ntd:postpone the whole, ball ull 
next Session. © 

Mr. Langdale stated that he should urge the restoration of the dass 
securing the independent  exerciseof the teligion of those Dissedters 
who might happen to be inmates of: workhouses. He felt the: atmast 
anxiety respecting’ this clause. Its effect was, that, no. inmate of a 
workhouse should attend a religious Ministry, against which he bad e 
scrupulous objection ; and that.a Minister might attend, at the request 
of) an inmate; | to afford religious assistance, or instruct the children, 
Suels was! the clause omitted’ ‘by the.other branch of the Legislature, 
Was it possible that the house would give its sanction to ponnioces 
of a clause scapes By merely said that,every,man hada) ‘tight ‘to 





God.ecootding. to the dictates . wn, conscience? H ean 
the house, as ances ctonctn, the 2 
poor for <a 
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3 Mr, Wilks seconded the amendment. : Ty pars haw dag i: 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said he thought it of the greatest. 
importance that persons of every religious: persuasion should: have: 
teachers of their own doctrines, either at their own houses or at places: 
of worship, and if he interpreted the omission of this clause as — 
hibition of instructors differing from the tenets of the Established 
Church from entering the workhouses, no language would be too. 
to express his objections to it. But he did not view the matter in. that. 
light. The omission of the clause would not cause the, exclusion of 
issenters ; it would leave the law as it now stood, and they now pes- 


sessed the right of access. 


Me. Buckingham hoped that the fallacy by which the noble lord 
apparently deceived himself would not have the same impression om 
the house. If no such clause as this,had been. introduced into,the bill, 
the law might possibly have been interpreted as giving free access to all 
workhouses, of ,Catholic, and Dissenting ministers. But a clause, 
giving them expressly this right, having been proposed by the Come 
mons, and rejected by the Lords, what would the natural conclusion 
be if the Commons assented to this rejection? babe undoubtedly, 
that none but clergymen of the Church of England could by right enter, 
such workhouses to give spiritual consolation to the sick and the dying, 
Surely this would not be defended at a period like the present, when 
the feeling in favour of religious liberty was so general and so strong.. 
The honourable gentleman who had originally introduced this clause 
had said that the poor were as much attached to their peculiar views of 
réligion, and as anxious to receive religious consolation as the rich. 
He might have gone farther and said, that to them religious consolation 
was of far greater importance, for it was the only comfort left them, 
when stripped of every earthly blessing. In religious freedom they 
found that solace which arises from a consciousness of equal dignity: 
with the highest in the land; and it would be an oppression of the 
most cruel kind to deprive them of this their last refuge in distress» 
Independently, however, of the justice of the case, which he th 
ought to be sufficient to induce the house to insist on the restoration 
of this important clause by the Lords, there was another consideration, 
well worthy their attention. The bill had been described as a measure 
intended to take away the rights of the poor. He would not impute 
such intentions to its framers, nor would he even say it would produce, 
all the evil effects which were predicted of it. But this he would sayy, 
that it was most important that every law emanating from that house. 
should be considered favourable to the protection rather than to the 
destruction of the rights of the poor; and as there was no right so dear. 
to the humblest classes of society, or so essential to be preserved to the. 
most wretched, as that of having, in the house of sickness and of death, 
the spiritual consolation of which they stood in need, administered by the 
hands of the pastor of their own choice ; he entreated the house, as it 
valued its own reputation for justice, and the rights of the poor, to in- 
sist upon the restoration, by the Lords, of the clause in question, which 


por boa struck out, whatever might be the consequences of such a de- 
mand. 


_Mr. Ewart thought that where there was a good and sufficient ind. 
of dissent, that house ought not to yield merely in deference to the Landa, 
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He considered the present a case of right and t opposition, and 
Geesehoey itsphd the heaniel exbeadonante touill eit be alloted: 

Lord Robert Grosvenor said that he hoped the noble lord, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; would not be induced to risk the fate of 
this bill by what he could not ‘but characterize as the “ cant” about 
— reedom ; for if this clause were restored, it would make the 
workhouse the theatre of religious controversy and contention. ; 

Mr. Potter expressed his desire for the reintroduction of the clause, 
as an important feature of the bill. 

Mr. Hawes could not agree in the view taken of the subject by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. He thought the clause ought to be 
inserted, as it would be acceptable and grateful to a large portion of 
the people. 

Mr. Hughes Hughes hoped that the noble lord would consent to the 
reintroduction of the clause. 

Mr. Rice said all were agreed that there ought to be the fullest free- 
dom of religious opinions. If there were no risk of losing the bill on 
account of disagreeing from the omission of the clause, there could be 
no difficulty as to the course to be pursued. He did not think that by 
such a course the house would endanger the bill on any reasonable 
grounds, and he hoped the house would decide the point without a 
division, in order that the opinion of the House of Commons might 
possess the greatest possible weight. 

__ Mr. Briscoe expressed his approbation of the bill generally, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said he did not mean to offer any 
resistance to the proposition. 

The amendment of Mr. Langdale was then agreed to, and the 
amendment of the Lords, omitting the clause in question, rejected. 

Several verbal amendments to many of the clauses were agreed to. 

Afvet a few words from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Cripps 
said he was anxious that the bill should pass, but certainly with certain 
modifications. For himself he must state that he could not take upon 
him to object to any of the clauses until he had seen the bill in full 
operation. 

Lord Granville Somerset protested against the bastardy clause, and 
asserted that in 99 cases out of 100 it was impossible to get at the 
putative father. Now he would say, that under the bill in its former 
shape, the putative father could at once have been reached, whilst 
under their lordships’ bill it would be next to impossible to reach him 
in any instance. He believed that this part of the bill, by fixing the 
burden of supporting illegitimate children entirely on the mother, 
would have the effect of increasing bastardy, pauperism, and in- 
fanticide. 

Lord Althorp hoped the amendments would be supported, as he was 
sure that neither bastardy, nor pauperism, nor infanticide would be in- 
creased by it, but, on the contrary, the whole three would be de- 
creased, 

Mr. Potter said, that there were many females, who, being seduced 
under promise of marriage, might have one illegitimate child, and. yet 
reeover their position, and be secured to society, if not treated with 
harshness for their first fault; but-that placing such ar ri a foot- 
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ing with abandoned women, and putting them, in, the workhouse, would 
break down their remaining sense, of, shame, and. ruin. them, for ever, 
As a proof of the ssibility.of persons guilty. of one act of frailty, being 
reclaimed by kind treatment, be would mention an instance which, o¢- 
curred in his own family. (Loud laughter.) .A young woman was pro- 
posed as a servant in his house, and several questions, were asked of hee 
as to what she could do; at length she wasasked why it was that she had 
left her last service, and she at once became affected... (Loud laughter.) 


I took my hat. and left the room ‘(said the hon. member)—loud 
cheers and laughter)—and it was found upon inquiry that the POMS Fat, 
trusting to the fond promises of a faithful, or, as he had proyed, a 
faithless man-servant, had allowed herself to be taken advantage of, 
and the natural consequence ensued. (Laughter.), But the girl's 
statement having been found to be correct she was taken into his 
family, and she was now, he was happy to.say so, the prudent and 
virtuous wife of an honest and honourable man, (Cheers, and 
laughter.*) ty mi gitialyaine mort 
A committee was then appointed to conduct @.conference.with the 
House of Peers on the subject of such clauses and amendments) as.had 
not been agreed to, fo nb oF eens af 
Lord Althorp moved that the House at. its rising do, adjourn:to, Wed- 
nesday. s steibomeni oil 
Mr. Grattan opposed the motion, and thonght the House-pugtit to 
meet on Tuesday, because, if the Irish Tithe Bill were throwmout, 
Lords, some measures must be taken to remedy.the inconveniencesto 
which Irish landlords would be subjected. If the Irish Tithe Bill were 
not carried Mr. Stanley’s Act would come. into operation on Nov. 1, 
and the consequence would be that a receiver might. be appointed to 
receive the rents of every estate in Ireland. Under all: the circum 
stances of the case he was disposed to move an address to, his Majesty 
to give orders not to allow the military or police to be allowed to assist 
in the collection of tithes. oe. 
Lord Althorp said he was not aware that Mr, Stanley's. bill would 
have any such effect. ep 
Mr. Ruthven said in case of such an event the country, would he 
exposed to great difficulty, and there would be but little prospect. of 
peace or tranquillity, At all events, there could be no harm in allow- 
ing a day to intervene, in order that they might consider for 24 hours 
what was best to be done, and also to give th Lords time to come-to 
their senses. ak tala oo 
On the motion of Lord Althorp the house agreed that at its rising it 
adjourn to Wednesday. sal pig penny rer 
The other orders of the day being disposed of, the house adjourned 
at half-past one. so i tonal al 4 Saks 
_On Tuesday, the 12th, in the House of Lords, the Trading Asso- 
ciations Letters Patent Bill was read a third time. The Tithes’ Stay of 
Suits Bill passed through a committée, as also the Irish Church Tem- 
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poralities Bill; in the fatter of which, on the suggestion of the Fart of 
Wicklow, supported by the Duke of Wellington, an amendment was 
carried, giving the nomination ‘to University of Dublin Jivings con- 


jointly, instead of alternately, to the Primate of Ireland ‘and the Arch- 


bishop of Dublin. Some other clauses were agreed to, and the report 
was ordered to be received on Wednesday. © Fs ty 
In the Committee on the Beer Act Amendment Bill, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, in answer to some observations of the Earl of Warwick, remarked 
that though it was criminal for any member of the House of Lords to 
be concerned in bribing, treating, or any other acknowledged illegal 
act, he did not hold it to be contrary to law for any Peer to interfere in 
élections in the sathe manner in which a Commoner could legally inter- 
fere. He (the Lord'Chancellor) held that a Peer was entitled by law 
to canvass, though it was declared improper for him to do so by the re- 
solution of the Hotise of Commons. “The respect which he had for the 
résolution of the House of Cominons would prevent him individually 
from interfering in elections, but if he should do so, he would hold that 
he did‘no Gishonourable act, nor any thing which would affix a stain 
__ In answer to an observation of the Duke of Wellington, Lord Mel- 
boutne’ stated that’ thé state of the constabulary force should receive 
the immediate and serious consideration of the Government. 
| ‘Phe South ‘A astralian Colonization Bill, the Abolition of Fines and 
Recoveries (Irelandy’ Bill, and the’ Irish Turnpike Roads Bill, went 
severally through the’commiittées: 9) “ghee : 
“Lord Auckland’ moved the second reading of the Cinque Ports 
Pilots Bil?, but on the’ Dake of Aphid ae strongly urging the neces- 
sity Of postponement, for the sake of further inquiry, Lord Auckland 
expressed his willingness not to press the bill. The amendment there- 
fore for postponing the second reading for six months was carried, and 
the bill was consequently lost. 
_ The Appropriation Bill went through committee, and was ordered to 
be'réead a third time on Thursday. © ~ : : 
The Exchequer Bills (Public. Works) Bill, the Bank of England 
{Debt) Bill, the Spirit Duties Bill, and the Creditors (Scotland) Bill, 
severally went through committee, the reports were received, and the 
bills’ weré ordered to bé read a third time on Wednesday, 
On the motion, of, the Earl of Shaftesbury, a conference with the 
Commons on the County Coroners’ Bill was appointed for Wednesday 
at five o'clock, = _ eee eee Re 
The House then adjourned at nine o'clock. _. WT as weil 
The. House of Commons did not ,sit on, Tuesday ; and while we 
writé this, is expected to be’ prorogued on Friday, of which we shall 
give a full account in our next. .,  :, es ae 
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OPINIONS OF THE LONDON PRESS ON THE EVILS 
OF INTEMPERANCE., 





Any one who should consult the London Journals as the faithful 
representatives of public opinion in the metropolis on the subject of 
Intemperance—its consequences and its cure—would undoubtedly 
conceive, from the large majority of them, that Drunkenness was a 
national virtue which it were a sin to disturb, We will not impute 
interested motives to them—nor will we accuse them of insincerity; 
but this we must say, that they appear to us, with one solitary and 
honourable exception only, to be either steeped in the thickest and 
darkest ignorance on the subject, or else under the influence of haby 
and prejudice which so obscures their perception, as well as the 
reasoning powers, as to render them incompetent. to give an impartial 
judgment on the case. yet 

We select that honourable exception from the columns of the Morn- 
ing Herald, in which, side by side with its humane efforts to promote 
a reformation of our barbarous and sanguinary punishments, we find 
the following candid and well-reasoned articles on the chief souree of 
almost all the crimes for which those punishments are inflicted : 


‘ Whatever may be the distress and. misery of a large portion.of the 
8 of this country, it cannot be denied that we have a laughter- 
oving House of Commons. The “ merry England” of the poets, who 
celebrated our golden age of rural happiness, exists no longer; but a 
merry Representative Assembly we certainly have—an Assembly that 
loves a joke whether in season or out of season, or without much caring 
whether the joke be a lively or a dull one—coarse or refined—delicate 
or gross. One would be tempted to believe sometimes that Momus 
himself presided over this Assembly, so completely is the gravity of 
legislators merged in the passion for a laugh. Well would it be for 
the nation if the fund of wisdom at the disposal of the House of Com- 
mons was equal to its fund of jocularity. The people might then have 
cause to be cheerful ; and their Representatives, correcting the vices 
of misgovernment, and distinguishing themselves for an honest pre- 
eminence in the arts which stay the’decline and restore the prosperity 
of States, instead of struggling for their own selfish interests, might 

“ Scatter plenty o’er a smiling land, 
And read its history in a nation’s eyes.” i Hike 

A sad people and a merry House of Commons may be thought by 
some to be no auspicious sign of the times; but of all subjects of 
eri merriment we know none more melancholy than the-eon- 
sideration of the deplorable consequences of the prevailing vice of 
drunkenness, and the best mode of eradicating that baneful habit from 
the community. We should have thought it i ible that any sober 
legislator, when called upon to devise some so % of stopping up the 
great source of crime and pauperism in this country—the intemperate 
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devotion to ardent spirits—we should have thought it impossible, we 
say, that any sober legislator, when called upon to suggest some means 
of staying this pestilence in the land, could make it the subject of & 
sorry jest !—but we stand corrected—our legislators can be sober wheh 
= treat tle lamentable vice of drunkenness as a matter of good fun 
and ridicple. But admitting their sobriety, what. can we say of: the 
qualities of mind and heart which they bring to the work of legisla 
tion ? jessie: ; 
We acknowledge the difficulty of repressing the vice of drunkenness 
ne esr enactments, yet we do not, therefore, think it useless or 
absurd to bring the subject under the notice of Parliament. In 
portion to the difficulties to be overcome should be the efforts to suri 
mount them. “The love of intoxicating spirits is not a natural deformity 
of the mind, and consequently the maxim “naturam expellas farcd ; 
tamen usque recurrent” does not apply to it. A vice artificially 
acquired may be artificially got rid of ; but supposing the present race 
of drunkards incorrigible, that is no reason why measures should not 
be adopted to prevent the curse from shedding its baleful influence on 
future generations. The grave and decorous treatment of the subject 
in the Legislature might of itself do much good, by awakening res 
os in vw minds of many of pe have ~ yet — = 
f degraded subjection to t wer of strong drink; 
vihion this fatal J ei so withering to the morals of the ple—so 
destructive of ¢ ic comfort—so fruitful in 7 and crime—is 
made a topic of levity and laughter in the House of Commons, the 
moral consequences must be bad, and drunkards must become much 
less ashamed of the habit that subverts the reason than ever. 
We by no means consider Mr. Hawes a felicitous specimen of a 
reformed representation. His conduct with regard to the Malthusian 
Poor Law Bill showed that he could be very sober and very absurd; 
but we were not prepared to find him making the exhibition which he 
did on Tuesday night, when Mr. Buckingham brought up the report of 
the Committee to inquire into the causes of drunkenness, and the best 
mode of prevention. He spoke of the interests of his constituents 
being compromised by the recommendations of the report; but when 
the Poor Law Bill—the “ boon to the female population,” was under 
discussion, the consideration of their interests did not appear to have 
the same weight with him. His constituents told him that this uneon- 
stitutional and immoral bill was © to their interests and to those 
of the community. at large, yet he supported the bill. Now his rea- 
soning goes the length of allowing us to infer that he would rather the 
land should be deluged with drunkenness than that the interests of his 
constituénts should be compromised! The cause of intemperance, 
equally destructive of the morals and the health, filling the gaol, the 
workhouse, and the untimely grave with the victims of its poison, must 
be held sacred, forsooth! lest the interests of the gin-temple should be 
compromised, lest the profits of the gin-demon should be diminished 
by rescuing its infatuated votaries from their inflaence. 
All who know any thing of the causes of crime, know that a great 
NN ee eee eraie.. dia 
consequences of that temporary bereavement of reason which drunke 
ness produces. Though Mr. O’Connell chose, like some others, to B 
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facetious on this subject, he ought rather to’ Have wept at thisking 
what moral derrnatiin the love of ardent spirits produces in bis ‘native 
land. The barbarous habits of those clans who meet periedicallysto 
butcher each wa cies, most savage "fete, ‘like Rouanieae 
the Lawlors the, other. day, are served and perpetuated ’ being 
steeped in whiskey. The taicteu of the chivalry of ‘the herdes'of' the 
evsanguined banks of the cabin was the whiskey-booth at the fairs/and 
despising even the admonitions of their’ priest, because they were not 
then in a state to worship any idol but the whiskey-bottle, they:revelled 
in blood and drunken glory. So it will ever be as long as the * finest 
peasantry in the world” are so apt to ‘‘ put an enemy iw their mouths 
to steal away their brains!” hein bas o meslodw 

The Rockites are stimulated to their work of nocturnal outrage, 
burning, and assassination, by whiskey, which maddens the heart and 
fires the brain, And so in this country, at least three-fourths ofthe 
crimes of violence and blood—the crimes over which’ the terrors ofthe 
gallows are a aE Teer from: the diabolical inspirations of 
ardent spirits. Is it not a task more worthy of an enlightened and 
Christian Legislature to prevent those crimes, by removing’ their cause, 
than to brutalize the people still further by executions, which; although 
they exterminate the offender, leave the offence always growing and 
ripening into a luxuriant crop, which the scythe of death again mows 
down, only to shoot up, once more, in greater abundance? ‘When:we 
see these things—when we look around and behold: the massesvof 
misery, pauperism, and ‘debasement which gin-drinking and! the 
tippling of the beer-shop create, we cannot but regard those persons 
who exert themselves, either by Temperance Societies or. by raising 
discussions in Parliament, to extirpate this dreadful vice, ‘as’patriats 
who look for other than selfish triumphs—as benefactors *to ‘their 
country and the human race. We have enough of impostors seeking 
their own ends, under the name of political reformers, but to the advo- 
cates of social reform no loaves and fishes of the State are-offered. 
They are consequently fewer and more sincere; and of all sortsiof 
social reform the most beneficial to society would be the eradication-of 
that fascinating vice, which bows the strength of man to the dust— 
unseats his reason—inflames his passions—and. extinguishes, in. his 
Sgieted mind all moral perceptions, and all regard. for the decencies 
of life.’ jon eu pwiaia 


aay 





‘From the fierce clamour which has been raised both in and out,of 
Parliament against the report of the Parliamentary Committee, on 
Drunkenness, it would appear that there is a large body. of ,conser- 
vatives of the glorious privilege of intemperance, who are reso ved to 
resist with the stout determination of the defenders of the rottenness of 
Gatton and Old Sarum, all reform of, that. degrading and disgust 
vice. We are free to confess: that we regard some of the recom: 
dations of the Committee for the. prevention, of drunkenness as: 
dicious and impracticable ;: but sure we are that.a perusal of the 
which we publish will convince every. reasonable and sober-mii 
person that it.contains much valuable information, many useful 
gestions, and that, by some.of its opponents in Parliament, and ¢ 
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oi Ktowilh be secoMected, that..Mr... Hawes,, and his coadjutor Ms. 
O'Covnell, who: knows,the mighty effects. of that fiery epee called 
whiskey: is.an engine.of agrarian outrage and political agitation, taised 
their: battery, of sidicule against the report, principally on the assump 
ton’ that the Gommittee had recommended as the great panacea of th 
evil of drunkenness the, following measures: That the importation of 
distilled spirits from) any foreign, country or from our ‘colonies ‘shoufd 
be absolutely prohibited-—that the distillation of spitits from grain, the 
‘most-important food of man, in our own country, should also be: pro- 
hibited—that the distillation from other materials should ‘be ‘restricted 
tothe purposes of arts, manufactures, and medicine—and that the 
wholesale and retail dealing in such articles should be confined ‘to 
chemists, druggists, and dispensaries alone. we 
Now: a-reference to the Report will show at once that the Committee 
did not profess to. recommend any such measures, In our first: remarks 
upon the Report, of which we then knew nothing but from what tran- 
spired in-the House of Commons, we were misled by the misrepresent- 
ations of some of the Honourable opponents of the emancipation of 
the slaves of intemperance—the most miserable of all bondsmen. ~ We 
were under the erroneous impression that the Committee not only re- 
commended as. their own the measures which we have specified, but 
principally relied upon them as the most efficacious means of prevent- 
ing the vice-of, drunkenness, If that were the case our opinion still 
would be. that their recommendations were of a wild and visionary 
nature. .The Committee, however, expressly state that sach proposed 
remedies were the suggestions of some of the witnesses exautined’ be- 
fore them, they introduced them into their report’ merely as the sug- 
gestions of those witnesses, without expressing an opinion upon 'thém 
one way-or the other. It is just as fair to visit the Committee with 
censure-or ridicule for those. suggestions, as to make the historian re- 
sponsible for the sentiments of the characters recorded in his narrative. 
Of the: remedial or preventive measures really recommended by the 
Committee in their Report, there are some which. we do not hesitate.to 
say would: be: highly beneficial if adopted, and of their practicability 
there can‘be no doubt; for instance, the reduction of the duty on tea, 
coffee, and sugar, and all healthy and unintoxicating ‘articles of drink 
in ordinary use, so.as to place within the reach of all, classes the least 
injurious beverage on much cheaper terms than the most destructive. 
It is our opinion that the heavy. duties to which the wholesome stiatu- 
lants coffee, tea, é&c., have been subjected in this country, have greatly 
tended to cherish the baneful passion for ardent spirits, aod thus does 
the cupidity of the E tier demoralize the people and create crime 
for our death-denouncing to: punish, . » winorQ 
Again, is there any thing absurd or: impracticable in the suggestion 
iat the pavtiect Fine wages of workmen ia public-houses or in any 
ce where intoxicating spirits are sold should. be prohibited ?... Phe 
Vegialatore has already made one step of reform in thatdirection pm 
0 Be ah phe 20,cabiels: geauldanitheti' Mieny 
master Or other person shall agree with, an, workman, 
servant, or labourer, or other person employed by him. or forihim, to 
‘pay to him so mych money for wages, sod.soceebape Satrinh 
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usually paid in such eases, or shall set off or deduet’any part'of’ the 
vgn ot any spirituous liquors, he shall be deemed a retailer, awd 
forfeit 201. over and above the other penalties, and such servant shall 
be entitled to his whole wages.” What is there, we say, more deserv- 
ing of sneers and ridicule in attempting to put ‘down by legislative 
enactment the one pernicious practice than the other? Why was the 24th 
Geo.-II. passed to prevent the selling of spirituous liquors within an 
gaol, prison, house of correction, or workhouse, or in ‘any house of 
entertainment for the parish poor? ‘Why, but because use Of 
spirituous liquors was found to be utterly subversive of habits of sub- 
ordination, and an insurmountable obstacle to moral improvement ; yet, 
those intoxicating beverages are still not only permitted but supplied 
by the Government to the army and navy, where implicit subordination 
is considered the chief of virtues! Thus the: incentives to violate’ dis- 
cipline are thrown among our brave men, and then the cat-o'-nine- 
tails tears the flesh from their backs, in the brutal process of reduci 
them to that state of military obedience from which the demon of the 
canteen has been licensed to seduce them. Xp 
Now, another recommendation of the Committee is the discontina- 
ance of all issues of ardent spirits (except as medicine, under the 
direction of medical officers), to the navy and army, on all stations, 
and to every body of men employed by or under the control of Govern- 
ment, and the substitution of other nutritious and wholesome articles 
of refreshment. The Committee also recommend the abolition of all 
garrison and barrack canteens, at home and abroad, and the substi- 
tuting some other and better mode of filling up the leisure of men 
confined within military forts and lines than what such canteens 
afford ; and what authority do the Committee proceed upon in making 
this recommendation? They state that they do so in conformity with 
the opinion of most of the military officers examined on this point, 
who state that the drinking in such canteens is.the most fertile source 
of all the insubordination, crime, and consequent punishment inflicted 
on the men. The soldier who was executed at Chatham the other 
day, for the murder of his sereeant, committed that dreadful act while 
staggering in the ranks from intoxication. The sergeant had threat- 
ened to send him to the guardhouse for being drunk, and, in the tem- 
my madness of inebriety, he presented his musket and shot him. 
e have scarcely ever heard or read of the murder of .one of his 
officers by a soldier that has not been committed in that state of which 
the Venetian Lieutenant so bitterly repented, when he exclaimed, ‘It 
hath pleased the devil drunkenness to give place to the devil wrath.” 
In the United States of America the Secretary at War has already 
acted upon the suggestions of the friends of temperance by substitating 
wholesome beverage in the army for spirituous liquors. ‘Wpwards of 
700 American vessels now traverse the seas in which tea and cofiee 
are used in place of intoxicating drink, and, as the Report says, such 
vessels are more readily freighted, and are also insured at a lower rate 
of premium, because lon liable to destructive casualties, especially 
from fire, than those vessels which carry with them those dan 


stimulants that have so often caused the most direful calamities on the 
seas to property and life, 


It was publicly stated some time ago, but we. know not-with what 
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truth, that, at the suggestion of the Duke of Wellington, a reform like 
that of the American system was adopted in some portion of the army. 
If so, His Grace has become a reformer in a matter most essential to the 
welfare of the army; and such reform would eventually be more 
repressive of military crimes than the incessant use of scourge 
Aripping with human gore !— besides, the example to society in general 
must have most beneficial effect». , 

Another excellent recommendation of the Committee is, that there 
shall be established, by the joint aid of Government and the local 
authorities, public walks and gardens, or open spaces, for athletic and 
healthy exercises in the open air, in the immediate vicinity of every 
town, of an extent and character adapted to its population. Such a 
plan, if carried into execution, would produce _ the physical, and, 
in some degree, upon the mental character of our population, the 
Opposite of those effects which consuming their leisure hours in the 
tuppling .of the gin-palace and the beer-shop produce—the former 
would give health, hardihood, and vigour—the latter er nen 
debility, disease, and enervation. There are other parts of this Report, 
well deserving of particular notice, but we have not space to enter more 
fully into it at present, and must defer further remarks to another 
occasion.’—Morning Herald. 








SERMON ON DRUNKENNESS, BY THE REVEREND 
SEPTIMUS RAMSEY, B.A. 





Ow Sunday, the 3d of August, an eloquent, and altogether ad- 
mirable Sermon was preached by the Rev. Septimus Ramsey, at St. 
Michael’s Chapel, Burleigh-street, in the Strand, on the following 
impressive text: ‘‘ Be not deceived ; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor DrunKxaxps, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”— 
1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. The congregation was larger than had been 
seen at the chapel for any previous period; and the earnest and im- 
pressive manner of the 2 spas was in perfect keeping with the import- 
ance of the subject. We are glad to perceiye that it has been printed, 
and we hope it will have an extensive circulation, We will not im 
that, by too large quotations from its pages; but we shall select a few 
os as specimens of the composition, for insertion in our next 

umber, as an inducement to our readers to seek a perusal of the 
whole. 

Among the authorities quoted by Mr. Ramsey, in his Sermon, are 
the vanes of Lord Basen Lord Brougham, and the Lord Bishop of 
London. Lord Bacon said, that “ all the crimes on earth do not de- 
stroy so many of the human race, nor alienate so much property, as 
Drunkenness.” Lord Brougham said, If he er see o wa’ ha 

rohibition of the use of ardent spirits, he would pursue it. is 
Principles of free trade, and in favour of unfettered liberty, he would 
throw overboard, if he were sure that he could, by force of any a 
lative enactment, prohibit the use of ardent spirits by the labo 
classes in this country.” The Lord Bishop of London said, “ After 

the most mature deliberation I am convinced that.no scheme has ever 
been devised more auxiliary to the great ends of religion than that-of 
the formation of Temperance Societies.” 














OBSERVATIONS ON THE REPORT OF THE SELECT 
COMMITTEE ON DRUNKENNESS., 





Submitted by the Chairman of the Committee. 





As the Report of the Select Committee, named above, has been ordered by 


the House to be printed, it will soon be in the hands of the Members, and they 
will form their own judgments on it in connexion with the Evidence to which it 
will be appended. As, however, there is a large class of persons to whov' that 
Evidence will for some time at least be wholly inaccessible; and asthe — 
mind is likely to be indisposed to its examination by any undee odium: 
upon the{Report itself, I shall venture to offer a very few observations only‘on the 
nature of that Report, which I am chiefly induced to do, because 1 know the 
extensive interests and powerful influence that will be arrayed against it, fand f 
desire only in fairness that both sides should be heard. . 


The first objection taken to the Report, and this has been done by many, is as 
to the comprehensiveness or extent of the changes proposed by it, and the navelty 
of many of its recommendations, which are called wild, visionary, and fitting 
their authors for Bedlam. If this were the first time I had heard such remarks 
as these on any doctrines or views of mine, { should perhaps feel them more 
acutely than I do at present. But I have so often been denounced as a visionary, 
and so often consigned to Bedlam by those who perhaps would be‘glad to hear of; 
my being sent there, that like the cry of “ Wolf,” it has lost all its'terrors. . Allow 
me to mention only a few instances. 


Tt is now about five-and-twenty years ago, when commanding a ship in the Me+’ 
diterranean, that being struck with the sobriety of all the people living on its shores, 
and more especially the Mohammedans of Barbary, , Syria, and Turkey, 
contrasted with the drunken habits of our own countrymen, I introduced 
in my own ship, long before any: Temperance Societies had ever been esta- 
blished, the substitution of coffee, cocoa, tea, &c., instead of spirits, and suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the ready acquiescence of a majority of the crew, and 
the greatest advantages of health, comfort, and discipline was the result, _I-was 
then pointed at by other commanders with the finger of scorn, and my. name was 
made a by-word and a jest by those who then contended, with great earnestness 
and perhaps sincerity, that any man pretending to satisfy a ship’s company 
without spirituous drinks, was a visionary, and fit only for Bedlam, Yet 1 have 
lived to see the use of spirits discontinued in the American navy except as medi- 
cine, and nearly a thousand sail of merchant ships from America and. 
sailing on those very prineiples which, five-and-twenty years ago, were deemed: 
the mere wild imaginings of an insane or disordered fancy. oni n 


Itis now about sixteen years since I was the first to advocate in India the 
perfect safety as well as advantage of opening the trade to British subjects indis- 
crimimately with China, the granting freedom of settlement to British subjects in’ 
India, and the extending the Freedom of the Press, and Trial by Jury, tothe 
ae ae kaa inhabitants of that country. I was then, also, de- 
nou ‘as_fit only lam, in proposing any thing so wild and. visionary. 
But | have lived to see the British nation. and.. the British Parliament act upon: 
those principles as sound and salutary, and all my wishes to be happily realized. : 
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It is now about ten years since, that after my banishment from India 
for proclaiming truths a few years too early (for that was my only fault), I took 
up the subject of Colonial Slavery, having myself passed some time in America 
and the West Indies, and seen much of the slave population of both; and ia 
the year 1825, long before the Anti-Slavery Society, or any other public body, had 
got farther than the advocacy of gradual abolition, I published. a small Essay 
under this title: * The Justi¢e, |Safety, and Policy,.of ziving immediate Freedom 
to every Slave in the West Indies.” This, too, was denounced as wild, visionary, 
and absurd ; and 4 was ‘again recommended to be taken eare of by being placed 
in Bedlam. But five years after this, the Anti-Slavery Society became immediate 
and not gradual Abolitionists—the whole nation; except the Slave proprietors, 
soon followed—the Parliament came last of all:—and when the 20 millions of 
compensation was fixed as the price of the change, the Planters themselves 


became immediate Abolitionists ; and the day is already passed when Slavery has 
ceased to exist! a 


: I might enumerate many other instances of my having had the good or evit 
fortune—forit may be called either—to be:a little too early in the np 
Lhave ventured to make for: reform, : This has been my constant fault, I admity 
but it.is a difficult one to.correct. . There must always be an advanced guard, 
or pioneers, in. every cause ; and these will be more exposed than the solid 
masses that follow after, But, fortunately, there is a serenity of mind in the 


consciousness of being right, which as no invective can destroy, so no ridicule 
can disturb, 


Tam one of those who believe, and before many years are over, millions 
will believe itas firmly as 1 do now, that of all the single evils that afflict out 
community, there is not one that uces so many and such aggravated ills as 
the folly, the vice, and the erime of Intemperance. If then, we. place restraints 
on haman liberty by the establishment of Quarantine and Police Restrictions t6 
prevent the spread of Cholera, and ae me and daily patroles to guard the lives 
and ptoperties of the innocent and unefiending ; I conceive’ that it is no greater 
an infringement on private rights, to subject to equal restraints those sources of a 
pestilence far more destructive in its hourly ravages then all the visitations of 
Cholera that ever yet ‘a pestilence that walketh at noonday,” and is 
rapidly destroying the labour, the. wealtb, the morals, and the happiness of xmil+ 
lions of the. people; while their rulers.and their representatives, as well as their 
professed teachers and instructors, think, that honest and disinterested attempts to 
stay this torrent of destruction form a, fit subject for merriment and. jest, for 
mockery and scorn ! _ 


As to the particular recommendations of the Report, let us look fora moment 
at the parts deemed so’ineffably absurd; One of these is the proposition to ex- 
pose the interior of the haunts of the Drunkard to public view, It may be asked; 
why, when every other description of shop is thus opened to external inspection 
by choice, the Gin-shop alone is closed up in front, and its visiters- ly'con= 
cealed from the public gaze? - Why, but to save them from that exposure from 
which they would otherwise shrink ? Could any thing be more certain then, than 
that such exposute would deter thousands from entering them, who now go there 
in the confidence of concealment? ° It was well remarked by one of he withaned 
examined from the City, that the ancients understood human nature better than 
we do jin modern times, when they made their helots or slaves drunk, and ex- 
hibited. before their children, so as to implant in. the beholders, by this dis- 
nnn set an, unconquerable abhorrence of this worse than brutal degra= 


eh ; the titation of public watles, and gardetis and museums, and libraties 
sccevery-towa and village; which Seetns to some 30 “ excessively childish my de: 
pra ran peopel sattion tarthis': Vout wherever human’ beings exist, there are 
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i be cultivated, as well as bodies fitted for healthy and vigorous: enjoy- 
— a delights ; and if places of a are thought desirable for the a. 
of God, in the smallest towns and villages, I know uot why gardens, and walks; 
museums, and libraries, might not be advantageously appended to these; as the 
most sublime conceptions of Divine wisdom, and power,.and goodness, are best 
obtained when the study of external nature, and the mingled enjoyment of books 
and natural objects, lead the mind to delight in the social converse of kindred 
spirits, and the cultivation of useful knowledge, blended with domestic. worship, 
and the solemn ordinances of religion. ry 


te 


I am not, as it is insinuated, for “ diffusing austerity and gloom over every 
cottage in the land.” I wish to see the cottage as cheerful as the palace—ay, afi 
2s happy too. No man who knows me, will for a moment doubt my assertion 
when I say, that all the labours of my life have evinced a constant desire to elevate 
the humbler classes of society from that state of depression in which they now 
are, to a state of comfort and enjoyment, from which they have been partly 
hurled down by oppressive and unequal laws. I desire to see themall, without 
exception, better fed, better clad, better instructed, with less labour, and more. 
enjoyment, with holidays, and festivities, abounding with cheerfulness, gaiety, and 
joy; to which they have as just a claim as the richest in the land. But it is bes. 
cause the Evidence produced before the Committee shows that all this might be 
their portion, if the twenty millions expended in poisonous drinks, and the thirty , 
millions of loss and expense occasioned by this, were devoted to food, clothingy. 
and rational amusements for themselves and their offspring, that 1 am so anxious 
to grapple with the evil boldly, and make great changes at once, instead of 
adopting the snail-paced march of Legislation, which takes a whole life to effecta 
fragment of good, and leaves to others the consummation of what we may begin. 


Ifthe advocates of Freedom had put down Slavery and the Slave trade together, 
fifty years ago, half a century of misery might have been saved; and with the 
requisite degree of virtue and courage, it would have been quite as easy then as 
now. If the friends of Temperance will lay the axe to the root of the Upas Tree of 
Drunkenness, that now sheds its poison on all who repose beneath its shade, it 
too will fall; and the deluded victims awakening from their dreams, will be the 
first to sing hymns of thanksgiving for theirdeliverance. But if a few spare leaves 
only are to be ae 9 off here and there, and the removal ofa branch or too excites 
apprehension and alarm, the tree will still flourish in rank and luxurious growth, 
and its outspreading boughs cover a still wider and wider space, till its poison, 
diffusing itself all around, shall corrupt the whole atmosphere—and make Eng 
land a land of disease, of crime, of desolation, and of death. - ‘“ 


If to love our fellow-creatures as ourselves—if to do to others that which we 
would they should do unto us—be “ cant and puritanism,”—then will I not shrink 
from the imputation ; and if to act upon the united experience and convictions of 
men eminent for learning, piety, knowledge of mankind, and benevolence, be 
“ childishness and folly,” 1 am not ashamed of such guides. In the mean 
time, I only entreat the British public to look around them in their own spheres 
of observation, to see the evil, and to think whether it is not worth some sacri- 
fice of our preconceived notions of freedom of action and trade, to effect its 
cure, If they have doubts, let them read the Evidence given before the Com- 
mittee, which will soon be published ; and if every man, woman, and child, in’: 
Britain, who can be brought to examine it in the fair spirit of a desire to know 
the truth, shall not think sfrong. measures of ve necessary to cure the 
evil, 1 will abandon all hope of social and moral improvement, and-admit that 
Human Nature is incorrigible, and all Virtue but an idle dream. » ee 


J. 8. BUCKINGHAM, . 
8, Manchester Buildings, Chairman of the Committee.” 
Westminster. halk rE 






















































» PARLIAMENTARY REPORT. 
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THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the extent, causes,and., 
#onsequences of the prevailing Vice of Intoxication among the Labouring 
Classes of the United Kingdom, in order to ascertain whether any ——— 
Measures can be devised to prevent the further spread of so great a National 
_Evil, and to whom the several Petitions peer to the House were referred, 
and who were empowered to Report from time to time ; have, pursuant to the 
Order of the House, proceeded to examine a great number and variety of Wit- 
“nesses from different parts of the United Kingdom, and in various ranks and 
professions of Life, and have agreed to the following Report : - 


e° I—Exztent of the Evil. 

i. ‘That it a to your Committee, from the Evidence taken before them,! 
that the vice of Intoxication has been for some years on the decline in the 
higher and middle ranks.of Society, but ‘has in within the same period 
among the labouring classes, and exists at present to a very great extent in the; 
population of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and in the seaport and manufac- 
turing towns as well as in the agricultural districts, including in its victims men, 
women, and even children. 

Il.— Remote Causes of its Production. 

2. That among the remote causes of the Intemperance which still prevails may 
be enumerated, the influence of Example set by the Upper Classes of Society, 
when habits of intoxication were more frequent in such ranks than among their 
inferiors in station ; and the many customs and courtesies still retained from a re« 
mote ancestry, of mingling the gift or use of intoxicating drinks with almost every 
important event in life, such as the celebration of Baptisms, Marriages, and Fune- 
rals, Anniversaries, Holidays, and Festivities, as well as in the daily interchange of 
convivial entertainments, and even in the commercial transactions of purchase and 
sale. 

I11.— Immediate Causes of its Extension. i 

3. That among the immediate causes of the increased prevalence of this viee 
among the humbler classes of Society, may be mentioned, the increased number 
and force of the temptations placed in their daily path, by the additional estab- 
lishment of places at which imtoxicating drinks are sold; the number now being 
considered, from the average of several districts in England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, to be not less than one such place to about every twenty families throughout 
the United Kingdom ; and the increased facilities of obtaining the dangerous gra< 
tification of the moment which these afford, by the reduction in the duty on legal 
distilled spirits; by the reduction in the price occasioned by admixtures with 
this, of illegally distilled spirits ; by the additional allurements presented by every 
new competitor, who seeks to present more powerful attraction to visiters, and by 
the very small sums, less. even than a penny, for which drams of intoxicating 
drink can now be procured. 4 

ete LV .—Consequences to Individual Character, 

4. That the. con of the vice of Intoxication among the humbler 
classes, and the prevalence of intemperate habits, and pernicious customs en- 
couraying such habits, among the middle and higher ranks, are so many, and so 
fearful'to contemplate, that it is as difficult as it 1s painful to enumerate even the 
outlines of them, and to pursue them in all their melancholy and fatal. details 
would require a volume, 

&. That the following are only a few of the evils directly springing from this 
baneful source. 

6. Destruction of health, disease in every form and shape, premature décre- 

de in the old, stunted growth, and general a decay in ier! im. ; 
of life by paroxysms, apoplexies, drownings, burnings, and ents of 
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various kinds; detirinm tremens, one of the most-awful afftictions of humanity, 


aralysis, idiotcy, madness, and violent death, as: -by numerous: medical 
Lares ho) who have “made” this the subject ‘of | “Jong and carefil:invess: 


tigation. ' 4 asormiat bas 2ooanors touh 
7. Destruction Of 'merital capacity and vigour, and “extindtion “of aptiti : 
ledrning, as well as of disposition or y any uefa art or: 
oectipation. MOIS Tes Bike Wane Sly OE EO AO PE UTA Dp BQRGiRetaSy 
“ et SS ea weal goin, hey A Bate dt ae ‘ # fouit : ~ 
‘8, Irritation of all the worst passions of the heat, hatréd,’ reve jr 
a brutalization of He that breaks asunder ard destroys the'most'e 
ing’ bonds ‘of tataré and society, “© 9 82) 2eep oat to anssceee oe OF 
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9. Extinction of all moral and religious’ principle’; “disteputd Ot trith, 
ence, w Shes iano chastity, insensibility to ‘sha ‘ie 
degiadation, as proved by Clergymen Mogi . 
othérs, examined by Sour Colamittee én all t 
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ov op Vy, Consequences to National, Welfare, °°. * 0. S20" 
10. That in avational point of view, as affecting the wealth, | 280 
honour, and prosperity. of the Country, the. consequences of. io oxicatio 
temperate habits, among.the people, are as. destructive of the gener 
the community as they are fatal to the happiness of individual mo 
the following evils may be distinctly traced. 
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11. The destruction of an immense amount of, wholesome and nut i 
given by a bountiful Providence for the food of man, which is now conve 
distillation into a poison ; the highest medical authorities, examines 
bers before your Committee, being uniform in. their testimony tha 
are absolutely poisonous to the human constitution ; that m_ no Ca 





1, HO Case whatever ate, 
they necessary or even useful,to persons.in, health, that they are always in, eve 
case and to the smallest extent, deleterious, eat oe destr Hes cording: 
to.the peapgeiena sa, which. they may taken 2a, foe. syeer 3,80 that not only” 
isan immense amountof human food destroyed, whilst thousands are inadequate 
fed, but this food is destroyed in such a manner a8 to injure greatly’ theagrical- 
tural producers themselves, for whose grain, bat‘for this perverted ‘and'tn 
use of it, there would be more than twice the present demand ‘for the ise’ of he 
now scantily fed people, who would then have healthy appetites to consuine, and 
imeeercs méans to purchase nutriment for themselves ‘and ‘children, “in grain ay 
well as in all the other varied productions of the Barth. 's (o Se? oer ese’ 
12. The loss of productive labour in every department of cae yt to the éx- 
tent of at least one. day in six throughout the’ kingdom ‘(as tes' oy witnesses” 
engaged in various manufacturing operations) by which the wealth of the pone 4 
created as it is chiefly by labour, is retarded ‘or suppressed to thé extent of one’ 
million out of every six that is produced; to say nothing of the constant dé. 
rangement, imperfection, and destruction, in every agricultiral and manufacturing 
process, occasioned by the intemperance, and conseqaent unskilfulness, indt-" 
tention, and neglect of those affected by intoxication, producing great injuty'to 
our domestic and foreign trade. ” AL 8: 19: BORE OES ear"? 
13. The extensive loss of property by sea, from shipwrécks, founderings, fires, 
and innumerable other pecilenta: Aid of which, aecordia to the evitente'6t 
the most experienced ship-owners, mercantile men, and others examined by your 
Committee, are clearly traceable to Drunkenness in some of the parties employed 
in the navigation and charge of such vessels, whose vigilatce, had they been 





sober, would have been sufficient safeguards against their occurrence.” < 
14. The comparative inefficiency of the navy and arm vin, both of whic ip, B= 
cording to the testimony of eminent naval and mili beac by your: 

Seoraraaeee, Tosoraperanie is } canker Ra waure oe , i 
iscipline to the very core: it being proved beyond all question, that’ 
the effective strength of the mobi! python! greater proportion ¢ tt 

much destroyed as if the men were slainin bat by fhetinoat ida 
di é ecidents occurring 








Ronee phgecks and that the greater number Of 
ranches of the service, seyen eighths of the sickness, in 
ike feuthe ot ail ike tear ot edbardiaane 
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for incapacity, and nine-tenths 
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unishments and executions to which these give 


runkenness alone. 
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45.<‘The injury to National Reputation abroad, by.the in habits of our 
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Shame which would disdain to receive relief while honest ind Rie 

ure the humblest independence, and associated with a‘ disregard 

quences, and a recklessness of all obligations, domestic or social, which, bron % 

ing to Evidence of witnesses from fe ugileattira districts, exaitined yout 

Committee, has converted the Pauper fron 4 grateful receiver of aid 

anantie calamity (w (which was once the general character of those som te eo 
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with inmates,. and an enormous mass of human beings, 
and. moral. training, would be sources of wealth and Seng the county, ae 
transformed, chiefly through. the remote or immediate in 
drinks, into excrescences of corruption and weakness, which must be cut off 
bsg Rg wae vac Ra "Guo ke cc Uae uneasy of its 
Ww me, leavin ‘in a constant state inflammatory exe 
citement which A ta plait exhaustion and weakness in the end, and thus 
causing the country to sacrifice every year a latger portion of blood and treasure 
than the. most destructive wars occasion ; the innocent population thus made’ 
criminal, being, like the grain subjected to distillation, converted froma wholesome 
source of strength and prosperity into a poisoned issue of weakness and decay. - 
19. The retardation of all improvement, inventive or indusirial, civil or pene 
tical, moral .or religious, the hindering, of education, the weakening of 
emit ® and the creation of tT aie & inereasing difficulties in the Fd cg 
tion of the sound. morality and ne oft Col red 
to.the testimony of teache others, exam 
ond aciding oe sins init ink th ly of 


my psd pi a 







Hi 


titutions 0} y and 


ats 


E 


ve Fy 


“Fg 
, BF 





‘ " 


<eetnimepiigiainccpe iste then iaG OP OG: 3 


sertipsten tenn ANIA Nt AORN ROOT AS 


1262 ‘REPORT. 


VI.—Remedies to be applied. . . 
21. That the remedies to be applied to the cure of Evils so deeply rooted, 9 
jong established, so widely was aad so strongly supported by selfish indut- 
gence, ignorance, prejudice, custom, and pecuniary interests, are twofold ; first, 
legislative, and secondly, moral; and these again divide themselves into imme- 
diate and prospective. ai inte 
' 22. That the right to exercise legislative interference for the correction of any 
evil which affects the public weal, cannot be questioned, without dissolving society 
into its primitive elements, and going back, from the combined and cooperative 
state of civilization, with all its wholesome and lawfully imposed restraints, to the 
isolated and lawless condition of savage and solitary nature. - 
‘ 93. That the power to apply correction, by legislative means, cannot be doubted, 
without supposing the sober, the intelligent, mp and the moral portion of 
the community, unable to control the excesses of the ignorant and disorderly, 
which would be to declare our incapacity to maintain the first principles of Go- 
vernment, by ensuring the public safety. ‘ 


24, That the sound policy of applying legislative power to direct, restrain, or 
punish, as the cases may require, the vicious and contaminati 2 Soin 
the evil-disposed, cannot be disputed, without invalidating the right of t 
to protect the innocent from the violence of the guilty, which would in effect de- 
clare all Government to be useless, and all lawful authority to be without any in- 
telligible object or,end—an admission that would undermine the very first prine 
ciples of Society. 


VIIL.— Immediate Remedies. 

_ 25. The remedies which appear to your Committee to be desirable, and prac- 
ticable to be put into immediate operation, may be thus enumerated : 

26. The separation of the Houses in which Intoxicating Drinks are sold, inte 
four distinct Classes: 1st. Houses for the Sale of Beer only, not to be consumed 
on the Premises; 2d. Houses for the Sale of Beer only, to be consumed on the 
Premises, and in which refreshments of food may also be obtained ; 3d. Houses 
for the Sale of Spirits only, not to be consumed on the Premises ; 4th. Houses 
for the accommodation of Strangers and Travellers, where bed and board may be 
obtained, and in which Spirits, Wine, and Beer, may all be sold. 

_ 27. The limiting the number of such Houses of each Class, in to 
population in Towns, and to distance and population in Country Districts ; the 
licences for each to be Annval, and granted t i ici 
thorities, rather than by the Excise ; to be chargeable with larger Sums 
than are now’ paid for them, especially for the Sale of Spirits; and the keepers 
of such Houses to be subject to progressively-increasing fines for disorderly con- 
duet, and forfeiture of licence, and closing up of the Houses for repeated aa: 

28. The closing of all such Houses at earlier Hours in the Evening than at 
present, and uniformly with each other, excepting only in the last class of Houses 
for Travellers, which may be opened at any Hour for persons requiring food or 
beds in the dwelling. 

- 29. The First and Second Class of Houses, in which Beer only is sold, to be 
closed on the Sabbath-day, except for one Hour in the Aftemoon and one Hour in 
the Evening, to admit of Families being supplied with Beer at those periods: the 
Third Class of Houses, in which Spirits only is sold, to be entirely closed d 
the Sabbath-day; and the Fourth Class of Houses, at Inns-or Hotels, to 
closed to all visiters on that day, excepting only to Travellers, and: the 
of the dwelling, ; 

' 80. The making all Retail Spirit Shops as open to public view as other 
where wholesome provisions = sold, eek fe me the. Baker, the 
an@ the Fishmonger ; in order that the interior of such Spirit Shops may be 
from without, and be constantly exposed to public inspection in every part. 

31. The refusal of Retail Spirit Licences to all but those who will engage to 
confine themselves exclusively to dealing in that article; and con the en- 
tire separat on, in England, Scotland, and Ireland, of the sale of n Gra 
ceries, Provisions, Wine, or Beer: excepting only in the fourth of Houses 
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(as Inns or Hotels), for Travellers and inmates, or lodgers, as before described. 
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32. The discontinuance of all issues of ardent Spirits (except as Medicine, un- 
der the direction of the Medical Officers) to the Navy and Army, on all stations, ; 
and to every other body of men emp by, or under the cqntrol of the Go-- 
vernment, and the substitution of articles of wholesome nutriment and, 
refreshment instead. The abolition of all Garrison and Bartack Canteens at: 
home and abroad, and substituting some other and better mode of filling up the 
leisure of mem confined within Mititary Forts and lines; the spiniaiaied lonitok 
the Military Officers examined on this point by your Committee being, that the 
drinking in such Canteens is the most fertile source of all the insubordina 
crime, and consequent punishments inflicted on the men. © ta 

33. The withholding from the ‘ships employed in the metchant service the 
drawback granted to them on foreign: spirits, by which they:are now enabled to 
ship théir supplies of that article at a reduced scale of duty, and are thus induced 
to take on board a greater quantity than is necessary, to the increased danger of 
the property embarked, and the injury of the crew. : 

34. The prohibition of the practice of paying the wages of workmen at public- 
houses or any other place where intoxicating drinks are sold. 

35. The providing for the payment of such wages to every individual his exact 
amount, except when combited in families, so as to sender f unnecessary for men 
to frequent the public-houses, and spend a portion of their earnings to obtain change, 

36, The payment of wages at or before. the breakfast hour in the mornings of 
the ‘principal market-day, in each town, to enable the wives or other provi 
of workmen to lay out their earnings in necessary provisions at an early period of 
the market, instead of risking its dissipation at night in the public-house. 

37. The prohibition of the meetings of all friendly societies, sick clubs, money 
clubs, masonic lodges, or any other permanent associations of mutual benefit and 
relief at public-houses or places where intoxicating drinks are sold; as such 
institutions; when not formed ex for the benefit of such publie-houses, and’ 
when they are bond fide associations of mutual help in time of need, can, with far: 
more economy and much greater , rent and occupy for their periodical 
meetings equally appropriate rooms in other places.’ 

38. The establishment, by the joint aid of the government and the local autho- 
rities, and residents on the spot, of public walks and gardens, or open spaces for 
athletic'and healthy exercises in the open air, in the immediate vicinity of every 
Town, of an extent and character adapted to its population; and of district and 
parish. libraries, museums, and reading-rooms, accessible at the lowest rate of 
charge ;.80 as to admit of one or the other being visited in any weather and at an 
time, with the rigid exclusion of all Intoxicating Drinks of every kind from 
such places, whether in the open air or closed. ; 

39. The reduction of the wre toe Tea, Coffee, and Sugar, and alt the healthy 
and unintoxicating articles of Drink in ordinary use, so as to place within the 
reach of all classes the least injurious beverages on much cheaper terms than the 
most destructive. , Disses tae 

40. The Establishment of Temperance Societies in every Town ‘and Village of 
the Kingdom, the only bond of Association being a voluntary engagement to ab- 
stain from the use of ardent Spirits: as a customary drink, and to discourage 
by precept and example all habits of Intermperance in themselvesand others. — - 
41, The diffusion of sound information as to the extensive evils produced to 
individuals, and to the State, by the use of any beverage that destroys the health, 
eripples the industry, and poisons the morals of its victims. ye ie 204 

42. The institution of every subordinate auxiliary means of the re- 
formation of all such usages, courtesies, habits, and customs of peoples og 
ta intemperate habits, more especially the exclusion of ardent from: 
nee large numbers are ar nay business or | 2 and 
the changing tbe gee pinion « ieee y benefit (which its presentation to 
those whom we wish to reward, or honour, or please, ee, naa 
prolongs) into a conviction of its being an evil, which should on all occasions be 
ay * as @ poisoner of the health, the morals, and the peace of society... 1 Sig 

_. 43,:The removal of all Taxes on Knowledge, ‘and. eve 
to the widest spread of useful information to the humblest classes of the community. 
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44. A National System ‘of Fducation, ‘which ‘should ensure the means of 
instraction ‘to al ranks and: classes’ of the’ people;iand whieh, "in addition to the 
various brati¢hes OF requisite and appropriate’ knowledge; shoutd embraté, ay"an 
essential part of the ‘instraction given toevery Child in thé Kingdom, ‘totarate 


" jnformation as to the poisonous and invariably deleterious natiireef ardent Spt 


as an atticle of Diet in any forni of shape, andthe inculcdtion of W sense of 
at the crime of ‘voltintatily destroying or thoughtléssty: obscuring,’ ti ty 
reasoning arid ‘that consciousness of responsibility, whieh ch 
from the Brute, arid which his Almighty’ Maker, when ‘he: created him oce 
image, implanted in the haman race, to cultivate, to inoprove; end eerve fine jad ot 
to eee to bratalize, and to destroy. 
IX.— Ultimate or Prospective Remedies. a 

45. The ultimate or prospective remedies, which have been sdconely. urged b 
several Witnesses, and which they think, when Public Opinion shall be 
awakened to the great national Miceetatiee of the subject, may be s 
mended. include the following. 

46. The absolute prohibition of. the importation from any Foreign Conn, or 
from our own Colonies, of distilled Spirits in any.shape. 

47. The equally absolute prohibition of all distillation, of ardent Spikes: from 
grain, the most important part of the food of man, in our own Cootitry..| 300‘ 

48. The restriction of distillation from other materials, to’ the: purpoces of the 
Arts, Manufactures, and Medicine, and the confining the wholesale ‘and a retail 
dealing in such articles, to chemists, druggists, and dispensaries dlone: © ©)" 


X.—Examples of other Countries 

49. Your Committee have, in the course of their investigation, directed their 
nquiries as to the steps taken, and effects produced, by. legislative and .by. moral 
means, in America more especially, and they have. been eaves al ere tbe 
following facts’: 

50. That in the American Navy and Army, the issue‘of pitts by thé! Gorem 
ment has been discontinued, and nutritious articles’ of equal vile’ sibatituted, 
with benefit and contentment to all parties. 

51. That no less than 700 Vessels inthe Merchant Service now sail from dif- 
ferent Ports in America, and to.all Climates, Arctic and Tropical,'with no ardent 
Spirits on board, excepting only a small quantity in the Medicine-¢hest for occa 
sional Medicinal use... 


82.Thatof the American. Ships entesing the Port of Lees ‘nine oi 





every ten ate: navigated on what are denominated : T 
Captain, Officers, and-crew, agreeing to:abstain from: the caoatl 
Medicine; and no supply beyond the very limited quantity used as such cine 
taken for the voyage. 
3. That such Ships obtain freights in preference to English Vessels not navi- 


gated on those principles, in consequence of the ublic conviction of their greater 
safety, from the-sobriety of those on board: | ? 


54. That some English vessels have recently been fitted out and sent to sea, 
from London, Liverpool, Glasgow, and Greenock, in imitation of the Americans ; 
that they have been insured at'a lower tate of premium: than that paid on other 
Vvesstls” not'vo abstaining from’ taki sk tis mae ie board 5 anid ‘that’ ‘experienced 
Merchants, Shipowners, hisutatice Btokers, “and others, ‘examitied before your 
Committée, ‘express their conviction that such ‘abatement‘in the rate of 
in as attest s. fully wartanted by the actual diminttion of the risk of es 
and loss. 

55. That i the metropolis of the United States the highest encouragement ragement 
been given to.the promotion of. Temperance Societies, and: from the sry 
of publit-and private individuals, so great a reformationthas been effected, that0 
less thanotworthousand persons:-have voluntarily: abandoned the distillation’ of 
ardent Spirits;and vested theircapital in other and-more wholesore! 


pursuits, 
and uptatids of ‘six thousand persons have abandowed the sale of ardent ie 
and embraced other and more useful occupations. . 

















. strongest. a1 d a, their,, 
- venture to, suggest;to the House, the impuoe of gn attention. of Hi 
Majesty's Government to, the immediate introduction of, such improvements,as 
your Committee have respectfully recommended, in the. Navy and Army,.and, in 
the ships smployed in the Merchant, Service ; to the causing such other ameliora- 
tions to, be made in this respect, as, can be effected by their. authority wherever 
that may extend ; and to. the public declaration of poe yairpag ts) tointroduce 
early in the ensuing Session some general. and comprehensive la the 
gressive diminution and ultimate suppression of all "all the existing uclities and 
means of Intem rance, as the root an | parent of almost every other vice. 

“8%. As your Comimitted are fully aware that one of the most important elements 
. suceeasful Legislation is the obtaining the fult sanction and support of 7 ublic 

opinion in favour of the Laws, and as this is most powerful and most enduring, 

en based on careful investigation and accurate knowledge as the ‘result,’ they 
setitih til eet to’recommend the most extensive citeulation, during the recess, 
under the direct sanction of the Legislature, of an Abstract of the ‘Evidence ob- 
tained: by this Inquiry; in a cheap and portable volume, as was done ‘with the 
Poor Law Report, to which it eesnll form the best anxiliary; the nagional cost of 
Intoxication and its consequences, being tenfold in amount that of the Poor Rates, 
and Pauperism itself being indeed chiefly caused. by habits of Tntempevance, of 
which it is but one out ef many melancholy. and fatal results, 





ses nines Cineviatiox or Turs oe ai “ 

As thes circalation of this Report may greatly aid the cause of Temperance, 
Copies ‘wilt be furnisned at 7s, 6d. per 100, or Sl. Be for tett; but to Booksellers, 
Subseribers, and Auxitiary Societies, the usual allowance will be ‘made, on epplication 
to, Mr. D. Martin, No. 13, —s ‘atch tnd Forscas Exeter Hall, ete Wa tk 
jamin ) Bagster. itory to the British ° x Apis of te 9. 15, 
Patergoster Row, (I me or, of any, as the Pavlos hihi ag eal ae esa 
Price One Penny. 


-_ 


“EARLY. Peepanarion OF, Paritiox 3 To" iia j 
“AS the a of Commons is not at ‘all aware of the orihal oe & or the evils Dram 
ness, nor of the strong public desire for Legislative as w i to of- 
fect its cure ; the only way in which it can be roused on papel rb “is by th . 
tation of Petitions’; ‘which should be begun immediately in met 
‘the beginning of ‘the next Session every Member of ‘the House 
pera sceeng rete: eH a w sR, ajsiqe 3 
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DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE. 





Minority Present ‘in the Lords, who, on Friday, August 8, voted for the Bishop of 
Exeter’s Clauses in the Poor Laws’ Amendment Bill, 


Dukes. 
Cumberland 
Gloucester 
Beaufort 

Marquises, 
Bute 
Thomond 
Bristol 
Londonderry 
Tweeddale 


Dukes, 
Cumberland 
Gloucester 
Wellington 
Beaufort 

Marquises, 
Salisbury 
Westmeath 
Thomond 
Bute 
Ailesbury 
Bristol 
Abercorn 
Exeter 
Tweeddale, 

Earls, 
Shaftesbury 
Wicklow 
Carnarvon 
Winchilsea 
Wilton 
Beauchamp 
Jersey 


Dukes, 
Dorset 
Northumberland 
Manchester 
Buckingham 
Gordon 
Rutlend 
Leeda 
Newcastle 

Marquises, 
Graham (Montrose). 
Camden 
Cholmondeley 
Hertford 
i. 

Earla, 
Morton 
Clancar 
Mayo 7 


Shaftesbury 
Falmouth 
Westmorland 
Verulam 
Warwick 
Aylesford 
Sefton 

Rosse 


Orford 
Romney 
De Lawarr 


Jersey 


Orkney 
Poulett 
Kinnoull 
Mountcashel 
Viscount, 
Strangford 
Barons. 
Colvil 
Boston 
Teynham 
Redesdale 
Wynford 





IRISH TITHE BILL, 


Majority in the House of Lords, who, on the 11th of August, voted against the second 
reading of the Lrish Tithe Bull, 


Kenyon 


Bexley 
Ravensworth 
Alvanle 
Arethishop, 
— Bish 
Exeter - 
Oxford 
Rochester 


PRESENT. 
Coventry Viscounts, Calthorpe 
Vane Beresford Melross 
Warwick Strathallan Colville of Culros 
Mansfield Gort. Wharncliffe 
De Lawarr Barons. Hay 
Verulam Boston Senennei 
Mountcashel Sheffield Cowley 
Abingdon Carbery = yning 
Poulett Clanbrassil aryborough 
Powis Kenyon Det ‘abley 
Falmouth Redesdale Reverse 
Rosslyn Ellenborough Penshurst 
Sandwich Wynford Arden 
Westmorland Rolle Churchill 
Beverle Colchester Archbishop. 
Glengal Gage Canterbury... 
St. COND Ormonde Bi 
Bexley London 
De ¢ Sie y Forester Hereford 
Harrow y Montague Meath 
7 org Farnborough Exeter 
Clanwilliam Winchester , 
rsa Ker Oxford. 
PROXIES, 

Nelson Belmore O’Neill 
Onslow Charleville Viscounts. 
Plymouth Enniskillen Hereford 
Stamford Brownlow Sydney 
Cardi Norwich Lorton 
Lonsdal: Leven and Melville Downe 
Guilford Talbot ynard 
Elden Bradford Barons. 
Sidmouth Longford Sinclair 
Digby Pembroke (Ww: 
Mount Edgecumbe, Airlie Arbuthnot 
Hillsborough ( Down- Grey Loftus (Ely) 

shire) Hopetoun * Manners 
Somers Farnham 
Doncaster Howe Wodehouse oi 

ome Hardwicke Stewart of Garli¢s < 
Selkirk Dartmouth -: . Dalhousie” 
Feversham - Macclesfield Prudhoe 
Limerick Harewood Clinto a 


























Harris 


Wallace 
Rivers 
Dynevor 


Grantley 


Delamere 


Saltersford (Cour- St. Joba 
tuwn) M 
Meldrum (Aboyne) For 

Com 
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Rodney 
Skelmersdale 
Walsingham 


Bishops, 


Lichfield 
Lt. Asaph 


Bath and Wells 


Salisbary 


Durham 
Bristol 
Carlisle 
Llandaff 
Chester 
Gloucester 
Worcester 
Winchester 
Bangor 


Minority in the House of Lords, who ie the second reading of the Irish Tithe 


Dukes, 
Sussex 
Richmond 
N ey 
Leinster 
Devonshire 
Sutherland. 

Marquises. 
Lansdowne 
Queensberry 
Westminster 
Tavistock 
Conyngham 


Da 
Bedford 
Cleveland 
Grafton 
St. Alban’s 

Marquises. 
Ailsa 


Burlington 
Carlisle 


Camperdown 
Clarendon 
Co 

Denbigh 
Durham 
Essex 


Present. 


Melbourne 
T non 

Torrington 

St. Vincent 


e, 
Barons. 
Auckland 
Howden 
Elphinstone 
Holland 
Lynedoch 


dl 


Brougham 


Proxuss. 


Berners 
Boyle 
Byron 
Carleton 
Chaworth 
Cloneurry 
Denman 
Dinorben 
Dorchester 
De Saumarez 
Dundas 


Duvall 


iaiateta 
Hamilton 
Hawke 


Howard de Walden . 
Kenlis 





BEER BILL. 


Viscounts, 


Fol 
Duce 
T 


M 

Howard of E: 
Saye and Sele 
Seationd 
Sefton 

Lilford 
Gardner 

Hill, 


Chichester 
Derry. 


Kilmarnock 
Kinnaird 
Lovell and Holland 
Lyttelton 

endip 
Montford 
Mounteagle 


+4¢ Lord Melbourne held the proxy for Earl Grey. 


i. 


jority of $7, Tellers included, wha, on the 8th of August, voted in favour of Mr. 
MG. W. Wood's preety brought up on the third reading of the Beer Bill, for ex- 
cluding houses under 10/. value, in cities and towns containing 3000 inhabitants 


from being licensed for the sale of beer. , 
Althorp, Lord Perrin, Sergeant 
Astley, Sir Jacob H Peter, W. 
Baines, E, Littleton, Rt. Hn. E, arg og 
Barnard, ° oyna r} aoWe 
eee Gi 8, a. Lord 
Ber ) r Hon, Cc. Ww, Fe 
Bucki d, 8. Shepherd, T. 
Byng, Captain — E. J. 
Cripps, J. , Colonel 


Hay, Colonel L. 





Tennyson, Rt-HaC- 

Thompson, Ald. 

hae ag “ 
oa . 
White, 

Youg,<. F. 


Wool. Ww. 
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Minority of 26, Tellers included, who voted against the clause, 


Attwood, T. Gronow, Captain O’Reilly, W. 
Baring, Francis Humphery, J. Palmer, C. F. 
Blamire, W. Labouchere, H. Potter, R. 
Childers, W. Langdale, Hn, C. M. Pryme, G. 
Ellis, Wynn Lefevre, C. S, Scholefield, J. 
Ewart, W. Methuen, P. Smith, Vernon 
Faithfull, G. Oliphant, J. Todd, Ruddell 


For the clause, 37 ; Against it, 26. 





Wedgwood, J. 
Willoughby, Sir H. 
Wood, Charles 


Tellers. 
Aglionby, H. A, 
Warburton, H. 


Majority of 69, Tellers included, who on the 8thiof August voted: bit 
Russell’s motion that a New Writ for Warwick do not issue till the 20th of 


February, 1835. 
Aglionby, H. A. Donkin, Sir R. 


Althorp, Lord Duncombe, Thos. 
Attwood, Thomas Ewart, W. 
Baring, F. Gordon, Robert 
Barnard, George Hawes, Benjamin 
Barry, S. Hoskins, K, ~ 
Bainbridge, E.T. Howard, P. 


Berkeley, Craven - Hame, Joseph 
Bish, Thomas Kemp, T. R. 
Blake, Martin Labouchere, H. 
Blamire, Wm. Langdale, Hon. C. 
Briggs, Rawden Lennard, T. B, 
Barton, H. Lester, B. L. 
Byng, Sir John Lynch, A. H. 
Callaghan, D. arjoribanks, S. 
Chichester, J.P. B. M‘Leod, Roderick 
Codrington, Sir E. Mackenzie, S. 
Davies, Col. Maxwell, John 


Methuen, Paul 


O’ Ferrall, More 
Oliphant, L. 
O'Reilly, W. 
Oswald, James 


Ruthven, Edward 
Stawell; Colonel 
Thomson, Rt Hon. P. 
Tower, C.T. 
Troubridge, Sir T. 
Tooke, Wm. 
Vincent, Sir F. 


Palmerston, Lord . Walker, C, A. 
Pelham, Hn.C, A.W. Walter, John 


Pepys, Sir C. 

Perrin, Sergeant 

Peter, Ww, 

Philips, Mark 

Potter, Rd. 

i, Robert 
ryme, George 

Romilly, John 

Russell, Lord John 





Minority of 20 who voted against the motion. ° 


_ Warburton, Henry 
Wedgwood, J. , 
White,"Col.. _..» 
Wood, G. WwW, ‘ 

Tellers, 
Hay, Col.-L. 





Archdall, M, Houldsworth, T. Stormont, Lord Shaw, Frederick 
Brudenell, Lord Irton, Samuel Tullamore, Lord ; 
Gordon, Hon, Capt. Murray, Sir G. be A a. Sir R. Paired off. 
Halcomb, John Perceval, Col. illoughby, Sir H. For—Childers, T.W. 
Hayes, Sir E. Philips, M. Agst—Ashley,Hn H. 
Herries, Rt Hon.C.J, Rolfe, R. M. Tellers. 

Hotham, Lord Ross, Charles Goulburn, Rt. Hn.H. * : 


For the Motion, 69 ; Against it, 20. 





: POOR LAW AMENDMENT BILL. “eps 
Majority of 21, Tellers included, who, on the'11th of August, voted for restoring the 


clause erased by the Lords from the Poor Law Amendment Bill, giving remedy 
against the father of an illegitimate child. 


Benett, J. Hodges, T. L. Somerset, Lord G. Willoughby, Sir H. 
Briggs, R. Hughes, H. Thompson, Ald. Young, G. F. 
Buckingham, J.S. Palmer, R. Vigors, N. A, 

Dick, Q. Potter, R. Walter, J, Tellers. 
Forester, Hn.G.C.W. Richards, J. Wilks, J. Cripps, J. 


Hanmer, Colonel ' Rider, T. Wood, G. WwW. Hardy, Je 





Minority of 26, Tellers included, who, on the 11th of August, voted to postpone the 
' | the next 


consideration of the Lords’ Amendments to the Poor Law Bill 
session. 


Attwood, M. 


Evans, Colonel Oswald, R. A. Vigors, NA. © 
Attwood, T. Forester,Hn.G.C.W, Palmer, R. Walter, J, uA 
Bainbridge, E.T. Hardy, J. Potter, Re...» Whalley;Sir Secoy 
Beauclerk, Major Hodges, T. L, Richards, J. Willoughby, Sir HP. 
DentarehenipSoll,)) deldeneivesttios ce eameiae Younes GR 
uckingham, J. 5, ennedy, J,- Somerset, . -G. “Young; G. Fy’ 
Cobbett, W, oO ’¢ pa. Fy pr m9 . Se r . 





C. Whiting, Beaufort Howse, Strand. 
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